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| 1 loan 4.1,2,3. 
* Dearely beloved, belerve not every ſpirit, but trie the 
ſpirits, whether they are of G © Þ : for many falſe pro- 
phets are gone out into this world, R 
Hereby ſhall yee know the Spirit of G o.D : every ſþ1. 
it, whichconfeſſeth, that Il x s u s CnxIsrT 5 
come in the fleſh, ts of G © v. 
And every ſpirit, that confeſſeth net, that Is su's* 
Canrsm « comtinthe fleſh, u not of God. 


BrQes A x r falſe prophets (ſaith my Text) are 
YA gove out into this world ; if therefore. 

F| [4 what the Apoſtle writes, be verifiedin: 

{2 I theſe dayes, it'is high time for every 

wee S® . Chriſtian to beecircumſpe, to take: 

heed of falſe prophets, to beware, whom he beleeves, 
whalbyhecmuſts: > 7011 3 029196 2. 4 


be - 


RED = 


(2) 2 
Saint 1ohn therefore gives thus counſel to his dear- 
ly beloved, thatthey would wot beleeve every ſpirit : 
and ſince yce are \chariſſiimi, moſt deere to me, ſince 
yee are my country-men, members of the ſame 
Church, profeſſours of the ſame Religion ; that 
- may teſtifie my lovetowards you, and > of 
your fouleshealth, I have made choice ofthis Texg, 
which is full of moſtthoice counſell. It hath a No/ts 
te, and a Probate, a caution to beware, and counſell'to 
trie, before ye txwſt - and that. nothing may be wane 
ting ro make his advice perfe, hee acquaints you - 
with the manzer how ye ſhall make trial of theſe þi- 
rits, how yee (hall 4ſcerne betweene truc and falſe 
prophets. = | 

_— Our bleſſed Saviokr, Matth.7.15.) adviſeth His 

Akith.7.15. Diſciples, that they ſhould beware of falſe prophets ; 

; and then He gives them this generall rule, whereby 
they ſhall know them, Ex fructibus corum cognoſcet 
eos, Yee ſhall know thew by their fruzts : Andthis be- 
loved Diſciple of C n «1 s t. liked his Maſters ad- 
vice fo well,heſaw it to be ſo-necellary, he found it 
to be ſo advaiitagious to the Church of Cu'z 1's x, 

_ thathce will be {ure ro leave the ſame. proviſo for alt 
Chriſtians, that fhallreade his Workes, ſaying, Cha- 

riſiimi, volggtz Dearely beioved, beleevenat every. fpivit, 
but trie the ſpirits, whether they are of G ov. You lee 
here, how (criouſly hee'gave eare tothe counſell of 
his good Maſter, and how fauhtully-he put His pre- 
ceptinto practiſe. : = | 
Our blifled Saviour hath His Attendite, beware ; 
andour Apoſtle his Necredite, truſt nat : Our Savi- 
apr; gives us counſelLingenerall rermes,: but this His 
Apoltledeſcends to particulars ; ex finitibas (faichs 
LSE . our 


(3) 


our Sav I0uR) you ſhall know them by their fruits, in 
_ generall ; but our Apoltle goes co particulars, Omnis 
ſpirits, Every ſpirit, that confeſſeth not, that [vu xv 8 
CHnrlsr &« comeinthe fleſh,unotof Gov; heeis a 


; falſe prophet. | 


Thus he becomes Box? Domini bonus famulus, & ſin- Satvian. de 


good Lox Þ, andanexcellentfolloyer of a ſingular 
Maſter, 21 in veſtigiis Domini ſus ambulans, patentiora 
quodammodo & expreſiiora pedibus ſnis fecit Domini ſul 
eſſe veſtigia, Who walking in the foot-(teps of his Ma- 
ſer, did tread his Maſters ſteps ſotruly, that he made 
. them wider, as it were, with his feer, and plainer to the 
- cycof all thoſe, that travell towards heaven. 
- Embracethereforethis counſell of the Apoſtle, or 
rather this counſell of C «x « 1 sT by the mouth of 
_ .His Apoſtle; and in my Text conſider theſe parts. 

1. A Prohibition. 2. APrecept. 3. A Reaſon both 
of the Prohibition, and Precept. And laſtly, the Rwle, 
whereby you ſhall diſcerne falſe prophets from the true 

Diſciples of Cuntsr. 
' 1. TheProhibition, Nolire credere,beleeve not every 


S. 


ſpirit. 2. ThePrecept, Sed probate, but trie the Spirits. 


3. The Reaſon, Luia multi pſeudeprophtte, For many 
falſe prophets are gone ont into this world, 4. The rule, 
In hoc coenoſcetis, Hereby ſhal you know the Spirit of Gov; 
Every ſpirit, which confeſſeth,that Ix sus CunriIsrT 
come in the fleſh, &c. 

Inthe Prohibition there is * Atm, o& * Yelleitar, 
both the 4 of beleeving, and a Propenſenefſe to be- 
leeve falſe prophets abſolutely prohibited: for Nolzre 
credere is double prohibition, it hath an eye both to 


the 4G;and to the Wil; Beleewe not (fo we reade)where- 
T A 3 = IM 


[47 b Tis Gubern. Dti. 
g#laris magiftripreclarus imitator, A good ſervant of a me Pte 
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Saint Ton therefore gives this counſel to his dear- 
ly beloved, that they would wot beleeve every ſpirit - 
\ and inceyce are chariſſimi, moſt deareto me, ſince 
yee are. my country-men, members of the ſame 
Church, profeſſours of the ſame Religion ; that I 
may teſtifie my love towards. you, and ,my.carg. of 
-your fouleshealth, I ave made choice of this Texf, 
which is full of moſt choice counſell. It hath a Noljs 
te, and a Probate, a caution to beware, and counſell to 
tric, before ye tzwſt : and that nothing may be wany 
ting to make his advice perfe, hee acquaints you 
with the manger how ye ſhall make trialaef theſe ſpt- 
rits, how yee (hall di{cerne berweene truc and falſe 
prophets. | | | | | 
b Our bleſſed Suviekr, Matth.7.15.) adviſeth His 
. \Mkauth.7.15. Difciples, that they ſhould beware of falſe prophets J | 
fs, | and then He gives them this generall rule, whereby 
"+= AM they ſhall know them, Ex frudtibus corum cognoſcet is * 
4 eos, Tee ſhall knom thew by their fruzts : Andthis bee 
loved Diſciple of C un « 1 s t hiked his Maſters.ad- 
vice fo well, he ſaw it to be ſonecelfary, he fourid it 
to be ſo advantagious to the Church of Cn T's xy, 
that hee will be Te ro leave the ſame.proviſo:for alt 
Chriſtians, that ſhallreade his Workes, ſaying, Cha- 
riſſimi, nolitez Nearely beioved, beleeve nat every. ſpirit, 
bnt trie the ſpirits, whether they axe of Gov. Youſee 
here, how ſcriouſly hee gave earc to:rhe counſell of 
his good Maſter, and how fauhtully he put His pres 
 ceptinto practiſe. - | | 


Our blfled Savianr hath His Attendite, beware ; 
andour Apoſtle his Ne credite, truſt not : Our Savi- 
aur; gives us counſellin generall termes, but this His 

| Apoltledeſcends to particulars ; ex fraitibas'( faiths; 


Our 


Q ” 


»» F& 
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our Sa V I0UuR) you ſhall know them by their fruits, in 


generall ; but our Apoltle goes co particulars, Omnis 
ſpirits, Every ſpirit, that confeſſeth not, that I » x18 
Cnur1sr « comeinthe fleſh #notof Gov; heeis 4 


falſe prophet. 


Thus he becomes Box? Domini bonus famulus, & ſin- Salvian. de 


gwularis magiftri preclarus imitator, A good ſervant of a 
good Lon Þ, and anexcellentfollower of a fingular 
Maſter, 2wi in veſtigits Domini ſus ambulans, patentiora 
quodammodo & expreſſiora pedibms ſnis fecit Domini ſul 
eſſe veſtigia, Who walking in the foot-(teps of his Ma- 
ſter, did tread his Maſters ſteps ſotruly, that he made 
them wider, as it were, with his feet, and plainer tothe 
eye of all thoſe, that travell towards heaven. 

Embrace therefore this counſell of the Apoſtle, or 
. rather this counſell of C u x 1 s t by the mouth of 
, His Apoſtle; and in my Text conſider theſe parts. 

1. A Prohibition. 2. A Precept. 3. A Reaſon both 
of the Prohibition, and Precept. And laſtly, the Rmle, 
whereby you ſhall diſcerne falſe prophets from the true 
Diſciples of Cunis r. 

1. The Prohibition, Nolite credere,beleewve not every 
ſpirit. 2. ThePrecept, Sed probate, but trie the Spirits. 


3. The Reaſon, 2uia multi pſeudoprophete, For many - 


falſe prophets are gone ont into this world, 4. The rule, 
In hoc coenoſcetis, Hereby ſhal you know the Spirit of Gov; 
Every ſpirit which confeſſeth,that Ix sus Cunisrt 
i come in the fleſh, 8c. | 

In the Prohibition there is * Atm, o& * Yellettas, 
both the 4# of beleeving, and a Propenſenefſe to be. 
leeve falſe prophets abſolutely prohibited: for Notzte 
credere is double prohibition, it hath an eye both to 


the 4G,and to the Wil; Beleewe not (fo we —— h 
: - | ne. 


Gubern. Dti. 


L- 


IIL. 


I. 


(4) 


the beliefe, or A? of beleeving is abſolutely forbid : 
Nolite credere ({o the Fathers reade) where the will ro 
beleeveis forbidden likewiſe. Nolite, that is, have yee 
not the will,nor ſo-much as an inclination this way? So 
both the A and Wl of beleeving are reſtrained ; the 
Aff in credere,the Will in Nolite, | 
- Inthe Precept is to be examined, uid, & quo fine; ' 
: What we muſt doe ; * and for what cnd-we muſt doe 
it, What*® Probate ſpiritws,Trie the ſpirits. For what end © 
Si ex Deo int, to lee, whether they be of G ©.D, orno. 
In the Reaſonis evident, 2z, Yude, 2us. * Who 
they are, that wee muſt ot truſt , >from whence they 


came; 3 and whither they will. Firſt, they are pſeudo- 


propbete, falſe prophets, & multi pſeudo-prophete, more 
than a good maxy: but wee uſe not to truſt falſe men ; 
and indeed the-more they are, the leſſe to bee tru- 
fied, Secondly, Exierunt, they have left the flocke 
of Canis r, they are gone ont of the Church; 
and therefore #o truſt to be given untothem. And third- 
ly, 18 mundum, they, are gone into this world, and that 
makes them ſo beloved of the world, _ 

Will yce know thele falſe prophets ? Inhec cognoſce- 
#is, Saint Tohn gives you this moſt certaine Rule; By 
this (ſaith he) you ſball be ſure to know them; Every ſþ1- 


rit,that confeſſeth not that Ix sus Canis r w#come 


inthe fleſh, is not of G 0 v. Theſe are the falſe prophets, 
yee mult wot truſt. | 
Firſt, we muſt begin with the Proh:bitlon, and ſhew, 
what you muſt not doe; andthen we will come to the 
Precept , and that will reach you, what you muſt doe, 
Ne credite, Beleeve not. 
Whether this advice were more neceſſary for Saint 


| Ne credite, 16hns time, or ours, is hard to judge. This our Apoſtle 


: | lived 


G 
lived in thoſe dayes,when daily aroſe new hereſfies,and 
ſchiſmes; in ſo much that there is no part of rhe New 
Teſtament (the foure Goſpels ſet apart) but complaines 
of Hereſies, or Schiſmes, or both, that perplexed the 
Primitive Church : and for our parts, wee are ſo farre 
from being free from Hereſie,or Schiſme,that we mauſt 
of neceſſity confeſle, that.thoſe dangerous times arc 
come upon us, whereof Saint Paw prophecics, 2 71m, 3, 2 Tim. 3.1.&c, 
wherein menare become Lovers of themſelves,covetous, 
boaſters guy curſed ſpeakers, diſobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy : without natural! affettion, truce-brea- 
kers, falſe acenſers, intemperate, fierce, no lovers at all of 
thems that are good : Traytours, headie, high-minded, 1o- 
vers of pleaſures, more thay lovers off Go D. Having a 
ſhew of godline(ſe, but denyiag the power thereef, May , 
not we then juſtly complaine with Calvin; and ſay, Hoc Calvin, ia 1. 
AG [eculur horrenda quedam ſettarum portenta pro- 700 4% 
zalit; Thisour age hath brought forth ſtrange mon- ; 
ſers of herefics; and all theſe come with Scripture in 
their mouthes ? + .. boots Fe 

Since then our times are {ſuch dangeroms times, high - 
time it is to adviſe you, how yee may avoid the dan- 
ger of theſe times: and no better adviſe can be given, 
than this, Ne credite; though occaſions drayy you a- 
broad amongſt diverfitic of Spirits, though you heare 
a multitude of Sernfons, yer, Truſt not every ſpirit, be- 
leeve not every Sermon; for every ſpirit « not of Gov, 
every Sermon is not the Word of God; there are | 
ſpiritus erroris, ſpirits of. errour, and dottrines of divels, t Tim. s, 
I Tim. 4.1. Andthelſe wee muſt not give careto, leſt - 
they draw us to error, and ſo in time bring us tothe 
Divell, | , 55 | 

Saint Pas! therefore. is very earneſt with the Thefſa- 
A 3 lonians, 


II, 


IIL. 


ST : 
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the beliefe,” or A? of beleeving is abſolutely forbid : 
Nolite credere ({o the Fathers reade) where the will to 


beleeveis forbidden likewiſe. Nolite, that is, have yee 


not the will,nor ſo much as an inclination this way? So 
both the 4 and Wl of beleeving are reſtrained ; the 


Att in credere, the Will in Nolzte, 


Inthe Precept is to be examined, Quid, & quo-fine; 


: What we mult doe ; * and for what end we muſt doe. _ 


it. What* Probate ſpiritws,Trie the ſpirits. For what end ? 
Sz ex Deo ſint, to (ce, whether they be of G © v, orno. 

In the Reaſonis evident, 24;, Yude, 2us. * Who 
they ate, that wee mult oz truſt , » from whence they 
came ; 3 and whithcr they will. . Firſt, they are pſeudo- 
propbere, falſe prophets, & multi pſeudo-praphete, more 
than a good. maxy: but weeuſe not to truſt falſe men ; 
and indeed the. more they are, the lefſe to bee tru- 


feed, Secondly, Exierunt, they. have left the flocke 


[ITII. 


I. 


of Cumnrs r, they are gone out of the Churctt;. 
and therefore #o truſt to be given untothem. And third- 
ly, In mundum, they, are gone-into this world, and that 
makes them ſo beloved of the world, | 
'Will yce know thele falſe prophets ?. In hoc cognoſce- 


xs, Saint Toba gives you this moſt certaine Rule; By +. 


this (ſaith he) you ſhall be ſure to know them; Every ſþ1- 


' rit,that confeſſeth not that I xsus Canis r icome 
inthe fleſh, is not of G 0 v. Theſe are the falſe prophets, 


yee mult wot truſt. | 
Firſt, we muſt begin with the Proh:bitton, and ſhew, 


what you muſt not doe; andthen we will come tothe - 


Precept ; and that will teach you, what you mult doe, 
Ne creaite, Beleeve not. 


Whether this advice were more neceſſary for Saint 


Ne credite, Tohns time, or ours, is hard to judge. This our Apoſtle 


- lived 


« 


lived in thoſe dayes,when daily aroſe new herefies,and 
ſchiſmes; in ſo much that there is no part of rhe New 
Teſt ament (the foure Goſpels ſet apart) bur complaines . 
of Hereſies, or Schiſmes, or both, that perplexed the 
Primitive Church': and for our parts, wee'are ſo farre 
from being free from Hereſic,or Schiſme,that we muſt 
of neceſlity confeſle, 'that;thoſe dangerous times ate 
- come upon us, whereof Saint Pax] prophecics, 2 71m.3, 2 Tim. z.1.&c. 
wherein menare become Lovers of themſetves,covetous, 
boaſters gong curſed ſpeakers, diſobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy : without naturall affettion, trnce-brea- - 
kers, falſe acenſers, intemperate, fierce, no lovers at all of 
them that are good : Traytours, headie, high-minded, lo- 
vers of pleaſures, more than lovers of G 0 Þ>-Having a 
ſhew of godlineſſe, but denyiag the power theresf. \May 
not we then juſtly complaine with Calvzn, and ſay, Hoc Calvin. in 1: 
_—_— [ecalum horrenda quedam ſettarum porteyta pro- 7094": 
zalit; This our age hath brought forth ſtrange mon- 
ſters of herefics; and all theſe come with Scripture in 
theirmouthes? .. | | NETET 
Since then our times are ſuch dangeroms times, high. 
time itis to adviſe you, how yee may avoid the dan- 
ger of theſe times: and nobetter adviſe can be given, 
than this, Ne credite; though occaſions draw you a- 
broad amongſt diverſitic of Spirits, though you heare 
a multitude of Sernfons, yet, Truſt not every ſpirit, be- 
leeve not every Sermon; for every ſpirit # aot of Gov, 
every Sermon is not the Word of Gov ; there are | 
ſpiritus errors, ſpirits of. errour, and dottrines of divels, x Timeq. s; 
I Tim. 4.1. Andtheſe wee mult not give care to, leſt 
they draw us to erronr, .and ſo intime bring us tothe 
Divell. = 7 
Sainc Pasl therefore. is very earneſt with the Thefſa- 
| A 3 lonians, 


(6) —__— 
lonians, thatthey would continue conſtant in that reli. 
gion, which rhey had embraced; and I will make uſe 
of his carneſtexhortation. New 1 beſeech you, brethrey, 

z Theſ. 2.1. by the comming of ##r Lox Dd Iisus Cunts rr, 
and by our aſſembling unto bim, that you be not ſddenty 

moved a ſenſuweftve, fromyonr minde, (or thatſenſe of 
Scripture; whichy ou have zeccived) nor bee you trow- 

. bled, neq; '\per Spiritums, neq;'\per ſermonem, neqz, per 

. epiſtalam, neither by Spirit," nor by Sermons, nor by any 
mans writings; bur perſevere conſtant in thar religion, 

| which you have ſucked (as itrwere) from thebreaſts,of 

Gal.1. 9. this Church, the mother of us all; Audif any man preeh 

= unto youotherwiſe, then that ye hawereceived (as S. Pan! 
 fayesjfo ſay I) dvd8us tro, let himbe accarſed, , BE tot 

| | -caught\with: their zeale, beleeve notrheir vehement 

* ***  Luker8.tr, r: Proteſtarions,' truſt not their Angelicall outſide; "the 

-_ , © Phariſce ſtood much upon his outward demenoutzand | * 

2Cor. 11.14. Weare taughr; that the Divell can turne himſelfe into an 

Bernard. Ep. qv Angel of light for bis advantage. And Saint Bernard 

Hes tells us of one <Arneld of Breſfia, an Hereticke of his 

time, whoſe converſation was hony, but his doQtrine 

| poyſon ;, who had the countenance of a Dove, bur the 

ubid. Eyi.ngs. tayle-of a Scorpion. A manthatneuerate, or dranke 
hi 20 ' furtherghen neceffirprequired;/o/ocnm Diaboloeſuriens, 
er ſttiens ſanguinem animarum, and yer with the Divell 

he hungred andthirſted afterthe bloud of ſoules. - - 
Since then. rhere areſuch' Sifnt-ſeeming Hereriches 
inthe world; it Rands-youupon, even youthat are ſet- 
+... - Jedinreligiomthatiyoubenm ſuddenly removed from 

Epbeſ.4.14. EDA religion, wherein. you have beenebapriſed: and 

_1fthere beany im this audience, tharhath beene waver- 
ing in faith,or carried about with every wind of Doftrine, 
ebrongh the deceit of men;te higa-take heede;as —_— | 
a. | = = IS. 


on . | 
| 
his ſoule, how he truſt ſuch windte,ſuch uncertaine Do: 
Grine ; let him not beecarried away with windy Ser 
mons,- which conſiſt more of words,; then matter, of 
zeale then ci{cretion .: let him.not-enthrall himſelfero 
froathy and #ngrounded writings ; lethimnot be ſedu- 
ced by every ſpirit. but let him confider ſeriouſly with 
bimſelfe, 'whether the doirine hee heares, or reades, 
be agreeable ta the received Doctrineof the Church : 
And if any man preach any thing contrary tothat, 
which the Church delivers, trsf bim nor. 


_ :,- Iris excellent covinſell, thar: Saint Cypriaz gives, 


New: quia aliquando\erriutnm ell, ide ſemper errandum 
eſt, becauſe we have once erred, we may not alwayes 
erre,..we muſt not ſtubbornly- maintaine our errox ; 
 Gac&itrather becomes thoſe, thatare wiſe, and ſuch-as. 
feare Go » ({ayth that worthy Father) - patefa@e &: 

, perſpetteveritati libenter, 4tq; incund#anter obſequi, wil- 
Tingly and cheerefully to obey the truth, which is laid: 
open,and made evidentuntous ; quam pertinaciter atq;. 
obitinate contra fratres\& canſacerdovtes pro haveticus re- 
latari, then to firive and ſtruggle pertinaciouſlyand. 
\obſtinately againſt our. brethren. and fellow+Preiſts,. 
for the affeQion we beare to''Heretdckes, and falſe pro- 
phets; or perchatice upon ſome -ambi:ious'diſcontent. 
No, no, ({aith.the fame Father) if we will walke in 


thelight of 'C n x15 Tr, wemuſtnot depart ftom his c,,.. -».6;. 
precepts and Commandements, -but give thankes to ». 59,, 


G o'D,quod dumriniruit in fataro;quid faceredebeamus, 
de prateritorgneſtit,qued fimpliciter erxattionus; becauſe, 
while'he inftxudsforthefurnre, what weotghtto do; 
he pardons;whar is paſtfince ({illiemen).we erred'up= 
en f1mplicity.. For there is a greardifference berween 
erring ſimply and wilfully : he may be pardog'd; that: _ 
0. | _ erreS: 


WY 7 
erres upon ſimplicity,as Saint Paw! ſhewes by his owne © 
example 1 Tim, 1.13. When before (ſaith hee) Iwass 

blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and an oppreſſor, I was recei- 
wed to mercy, quia ignoranter feci, becauſe I did it igno: 
Mr Sex. ib.z, rantly : bur if we reſiſt the truth wilfully and preſump- 
4c tuouſly,when it hath beene taught, and manifeſted un- 
= :./e.zz, £O US; itisa branch of the finne againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and therefore unpardonable, withoutmuch repentance. 
He that hath erred ignorantly .and ſimply againſt the 
truth, may finde pardon with G © Þ ; but thoſe, that 
undertake tobe Maſtersin the Pulpir,tf they reach you 
any thing, that contradicts the received Doctrine of 
the Church, they. ſhall bee ſure ro ſmart for it. The 
Apo..Can.ro. Church had wont to receive ſuch'onely ad Communis- 
| _ Ant. Concil-L20- wer laicams ; if once Convidted,they might live as Lay- 
j'-. 46.6433. men; but-never more performe the office of Prieſt- 
hood in the Church :and till they were received upon 
>» their ſubmiſſionit was dangerous to pray with tham 
either publikely or privately : So obſervant was the 
ancient Church of this Ne credite.. EO. 
& _ Hethenthathatherred upon fimplicity,let him up- 
| on better advice amend, let him forſake his error, and 
embrace the truth : neither let himthinke it a diſgrace 
to differ from his former fancy 5 the beſt of us are not 
x too good; neither arethemoſtancient too oldtolearne : 
and we all profefſe,that we come hirher to learne. 
It is an excellent reſolutian,thatT finde in S.Cypriay, 
and I pray G.-o », wemay all prove ſo humble, as to 
Cypr.Ez.71. embrace it; Nonwincimar, quando offeruntur wobis me- 
OE lora,ſed infiruimur, we are not conquered, when better 
Dodtrineis preſented to us, but we are inſtructed ; wee 
are not looſers,but giiners;we looſe opinion,and gaine . 
knowledge, EV C41 De 3 NHL e207 JEM Lott 0D 
| "0 
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O, that every mattamongſt us had this moderat 
ſpirit,as not tobe wedded to his own conceit ; bur up- - 
better inſtruction, when he heares ſome truth, that he 
hath not beene acquainted with heretofore, when he 
ſees it made evident, to be the ancient Doctrine of the 
Church ; let him not ſay, this contradicts my former 
opinion,it is a diſgrace for meto yeeld, orto alter my 
minde, I willuſe all meanespoſſible to maintaine,whar 
. Thave hitherto held : no, notſo ; but let him humbly 
ſay with all meckeneſlc, this is more, thenever I knew 
before, did not underſtand this point, Iknew not, that 
this was the Doctrine ofthe Church ; but now(G o v- 
Ithanke Him) I have learned thus much, 1] amſo much 
wiſer, then I was before : G o Þ pardonmy former 
Ignorance. 8" _ ET | 

Where this moderation is, thoſe words of Saint 
Cyprian mult needes take place, qui ad maluns motae eft Cypr.ad Des. 
fallente mendacio, mults magic ad bonum movebitur Gert. MS: 
tate cogente, that well-minded man, thathath beene 4 
drawne to evill through deceitfull and lying docrine, —..« | 
- will much moreembracethat, which is good,thetruth © 
enforcing him. For we muſt all of us reſolve with | 
Fincentins Lyrin : Nos cum Eccleſia Dottores receptre, vinen. Lyris, 
noncum Dodtoribus Eccleſia fidem deſerere debere, that 5: 33+ 
we ought to receiveour DoGtors and Preachers with | 
. the Church; but inno wiſe ſoto follow any Preacher 
or Door whatſoever, as for his ſake to forſake the 
faith of the Church, F 

Qur good King thereforehath takenthebeſt courſe, 
that may poſſibly be deviſed,to ſettle us in the faith of 
the Church ; to keepe us. within the boſome of the ,,.. ,,.., fie 
Church ; by providing, that No man hereafter ſhall ei- Neclaration 
ther Print or Preach, to draw the Articles (of religion) 5Yort the 4r- 
E ; B : aſide 5-1 F, 


(10) 
aſide any way ; nor puthis owne ſenſe or comment to be the 
 ' meaning of any CArticle ; but ſhall take it in thi literal 
and Grammaticall ſenſe, ' © 4 
1 Beſides His Mafeſty hath given publike notice, that 
thid-p3-&4: Hee will not endare any varying br departing in the leaft 
\ degree, from the Dottvine of the Church of England now 
| Eftabliſhed, © ''. - + Foe RL.” 
This is the Lox »s doing, andit ought tobeac- - 
ceptable in oureyes; this,this isthe only way to breed 
unity and amity,/tro fttle us inthat faith, which we 
© have received from'the Church, 'the Churchfrom the 
Apoſtles, the Apoſtles from Cunrsr, and Chrif# 
from G oD. Now may you ſee falſchood unmasked, 
| andithe truth ſhine with greater glory. Now ſhall thar. 

\ Luke 2,14, Angelicall Antheme be revived, Glory be z8 Go 'Þ on - 
= - higb, peareontarth, good will towards mes : this, thisis 
the-onely way to make us men of onehearr, and one 
ſoule, that ſo G © p may bee truly glorifted. Fof?, 
where there are diverfries of religion, there muſt needs 

bea greatdifference itvaffeMion z and-thentherecan be 
 reither peace 03 eafth, hor good will aryangſt men; and if 
neither of theſe, thenno 2/eryto G ov: 87 high, Have 
Rom. 16.17, Ot -wee then juſt eanſe to brſereh you, brethrew, to 
marke them, which canſe diviſions and offences, contrary 
: tothe dotrine,which ye have learned, and to avoide them ? 
| And is not this counfell moſt neceſſary for this place, 
ſincethe Lox » tells us plainly, 4 Prophets Ieruſalem 

 egreſſa eſt-pollutio ſuper omnem terram ; that prophaneneſſe - 
and hypocriſie proceede from the Prophets of leruſalem, 
from the Preachers of the chiefe City,and ſpread them- 
ſelyes over the face of the land, | 
 Thatrherefore G © Þy may be glorified,as he ought, 

and peace eſtabliſhed inthe Church, care is had, you ſee, 

He 2 hs | *-, - ar 


. 
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that from henee-forth Yee ſhall havethe ancient-and 
received doQtrineto guide you, That ye may be bold to 
iruſt to:: but beleeve net every ſpirit, every ſingle man, 
unlcflc hee bring his probetum eſt from Scripture, and 


Church too. Singularitie is the badge of vain-glory , it 


was the cauſe of Lucifers down-fall; and all Hereticks 
and Schiſmatickes ſtand upon the ſame termes with 


their old maſter. Aſcendam in altaw, | will bee above Efy ry; 


the Church, my dodtine ſhall over-poiſe all Antiqui- 


tie, Fathers and Councils,every one of them.Ommes fic, Fern-epi/args, 
ego autem non fic, quath that Hereticke Abailerdu, All : 


Catholikes thinke ſo, but Lam of another minde : and 
are not all Heretickes of the ſame ſtraine * | 


Givenocreditthen to particulars,unleſſe they bring . 


with them a Cathalike, anuniverſall proofe. -He is ac- 
counted too eaſie, and too too credulows, that gives cre. 
dite toevery novice Bariſter, to every young -" ſpur: 
*and ſhall we be lefſe carefull ina marter of the greateſt 
weight * If any queſtion of moment concerne our tem- 
porall eftate, we will not be carried away with a punie 
Lawyer or two, we will take counſell of the moſt an- 
cicnt, and molt approved: and. if one or two of thoſe 
Ancients ſwarvefrom the commoncurrent, well may 
we give them the _— 
and cleave to the generall judgement.. And this (with- 
out controverſie) is the moſt wiſe, the moſt approved, 
and moſt ſafe courſe. Now we muſt all confeſle, that 
the ſpirituall eſtateis a matter of higheſt moment, for 
it concernes the ſalvation of onr ſoules : and ſhall wee 
be drawne away with twoorthree puny ſcholars, that 
are ſcarce acquainted with the Articles of Religion ? 
Nay, ſhall wee forſake the univerſall conſent of the 
Church, tofollow —————_ ancient and labo- 

| 'B 2 rious 


p : 
| 
£ 


but wee will forſake them, . 


F\ 


- Nolite, 


advice, Nolite, banot ſo forward to beleeve, 
_ - How 2: Not to beleeve ? No treft tobee pivene' 


not have anitching,:or inclinationthariway: yeeare/ 
"ata 300 "EM 
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ious Preachers * This ſcemes not to bee the part of 


LY 


. wildeme. 


' Whacr hath heene oncedefined by the Church,ought 
not to be ſubje& tothe cenſure of particular perſons ; 
the definitive ſentence of the Church overſwayes all par- 
ticulars, as an A of Parliament over-rules all particu» 
lar opinions ; and muſt doe ſo, unrill it be reverſed by 
the ſame power,that enaQed it. The Church then you 
may, you muſt beleeve ; but you muſt xot belegve eve 
particular ſpirit : nay, it is Nolite, not only the at7 of be. 
leevine, but the very wilis here forbid. | 

\Nolte credere, 1 {ec your inclination, I ſee, you are 
to0 facill, roo caſte to beleeve ; but take the A es 


Muſt we ſuſpe&all, that we come neeres Not ſo nei- 
ther; but we muſt take along with us certaine'markes, 
and tokens, whereby to diſtinguiſh betweene þir#t and 
ſpirit ; which tonegleQ, were ſtrange ſtupiditie. The 


_ Apoſtles intent therefore is, to-perſwade us, not to be . 
 foraſh, asto judgealwayes of a Lion by theskin : but 


ro ſuſpend our verdi a-while, and in goodtime, Go 


will ſhew, what the beaſt is by his ares. 


He is very weake, that will *ruft every man with his 
earthly eſtate, few of you will. doeſo : God forbid then, 
that we ſhould be ſo careleſſe of our heavenly inheri- 
rance, as to truſt every fpirit with it. You will truſt the 


Chamber of London,rather than any one man,with-your 


remporall means: #ruf the Church (in G 0D's name): 
and no particular man with your heavenly portion. - 

: The Law of man teaches tothe 47 onely, but the 
Law of G o v ſtretches to the wid. Nolite, yee muſt. 


| Borif Baalbs God, thew follow him. 
' Vas eng B 


notonly to forbeare, becanfe of the Lawes of@lturch 
and Kingdome, but you muſt alter your affetFions, be. 
cauſe of this Nolzte. RY E. 
Nolite credere, you muſt not have a delire inwardly ; 
nay, yee muſt not make ſhew outwardly, though your 
heart be otherwiſe. - Nolite credere ves, veſtroſwve omni 
ſpiritui, Give not care, keepe not company, ſuffer not 
any of yours to keepe company with Schiſmatikes or 
Heretickes ; haveno Communion with theſe ſpirits of 
darkeneſle. For by acquainting your ſelves with them, 
or ſeeming to favour ſich kindeof men, yee wrong not 
your ſclyes onely, but others alſo. You wrong your 
ſelves, by: cadangering your owne ſoules; foritis an 
hard matter to touch pitch, and not tobe defiled. And you Ectus.12.r. 
injure others by your countenance towards theſe exor- 
bitant perſons ; for they, that have either dependance 
upon you, or a good opinion of you, will the ſooner 
veeare tathem for-your ſakes. Take heed, take heed, 
eſt by theſe meanes you ſlay rhe ſoules of your friends 
and followers. ; : | 
_ Neitheris it ſufficient for you to abſtaine in outward ryke 17.33. 
appearance, yee muſt not onely come out of Sodvyme,but | 
yee mult remember Lot's wife ; yee know, how ſeverely Gen.19.261 
her very deſire was cenſured. Our G 0D is weNoguw/7ne, 
he hath an eye to the heart, and cals for the heart ; if 
then our bodees goe one way, and our hearts another ; 
if our bodzes obſerve the orders of the Church, and 
our hearts encline to Schiſme, we areliable to this No- 
lite, Gov will havea ſaying tous'for it. | 
| Wecannot ſerve two Maſters,we cannor be of two re- Manty,6as, 
| ligions. How long (faith Elias) wilt yee halt between two *Regn8;51, © 
opinions? If the Lox v be G &v, then follow Him; EY 
*And Ifay ; How long | 


4 RFC <6 Ns SETS” 
A a. oy CW 7 
EGS: 6 
by 


Prov. 23.35. 


WC = oe I Ti 
wo LD 
FEE 5. $2 F>-j * 
KC L 
* 


* 4 .. * "0" - ; x 6 
FR Io Sto oe Boas i Die gn wr” 
6 n ee Ih. whe Fo Ee; IH, I PDA TIDSS © <0 IF I F} 


Deut.1 5 £31, 


(14) $5 


will Jee halt betweene two opinions ? If the Charch of Eng- 


land bea true Church, then follow her ; embrace that 
rcligion, andthoſe points of doctrine, which ſhee hath * 
publiſhed, and eſtabliſhed : bur if the Church of Reme, 
or any Schiſmaticall conventicle be the true and onely 
Church, leave us, and cleave to them. Go »D Him- 
ſelfe profefeth, that nothing, which halts, is acceptable 
unto Him. Halt not then betweene two religions ; ſtag. 


. get not at every new-broached fancie ; truſt uot every 


Omni” (biritsi, 


Eſay 19.14. 


one,that can ſpeakein a Pulpit z Ne credite omni ſpiritnt, 
guia omni, Beleeve net every ſpirit, becauſe it is every 
thing, any thing, but what it ought to be ; but #ruſt one _ 


only;nextto Cur Is r tiruſt His Spoule, truſt the © 


Church, torthat alters not, it is ever guided by the Spi- 
ritot Gop. | Ti 
 Butthey,that beleeve every [pirit,cannot chooſe bur 
be in errour, for by this cafie fond beleeving, they cop- 
tinue in errour; errorem* now exuunt, ſed mutant, they 
caſt not off errour,they make an exchange only, of one 
crrour for another. | 
The hereticall /þirit, rake itat the beſt, is ſpiritzs ver- 
tigings, a giddy unruly ſpirit; yea it is an unſetled, a va- 
rious mutable ſpirir:ye may as eaſily fitthe Moone with 
a new. coate, as frame Articles and Canons to pleaſe _ 
Schiſme or Herefic;for their /pirit is Omns,cvery thing, 
any thing , but whatit ſhould be . 'T he Spirit of God 


. 1s Ynw, one only; but this'is 6-4, any ſpirit, that may 


Athan. Orat. 
I. cont , Arid» 


o gs. 


be imagined, andtherefore not the Spirit of- God, there- 


fore xot ro be truſted - but the Spirit of God is. One and the 


ſame, That you may, and mult eruſt. 

Sincera & ſursplicia Apoſtolicorum virorum ingenia 
(ſaith_4than. ) the wits of the Apoſtles and their fol. 
lowers axe ſincere and ſimple; butwmuliphey & wariaeſt 

us | 2 bareſcon 


y 


CORES 


”..o 


hereſeon impietas, the impiety of Herefie is diverſe and 


_-- various, the cunning of hereticall Impoſtors is ſtrange 


and wonderfull: ir hath daily new tricks, and moſt cun- 
ning delufions , but the truth is ſemper eadere, ever one 
© andtheſame; nor time, nor place,nor perſons, nor oc- 
caſions, can ever alter it, If therefore any man bring in 
any new doatrine, any new Article of faith that was not 
teceived 4b initio from the beginning, I wil not truſt him, 
I will not belceve him , that's certaine. ButI willtake a 
ſafe courſe, I will follow S. 1hns advice, I will try rhe 
ſpirits, 1 will examine their dodrine. 
ui enim omni ſpiritui credit, nalli credit, he that be- 
keves every ſpirit (without tryall) beleeves none ; and he 
. thatisof all religions, is of no Religion , & tantam con. 
| ſbans inlevitate ſuaeſt, He that beleeves noman, istoo 
ſuſpicious; and hee that bel/eeves every man, is too too 
.credulous,too light of faith : quz wero probando approbat, 
ur he that ries ſeriouſly, and thenrr»/ts , thatman is 
truly judicious ; hee is chariffimus Deo of hominibus, 
dearely beloved, highly eſteemed both of God and man. 
Vs fits itaq,, chariſſims, probate ſpiritus, that therefore ye 
may be ſuch, tre tbe ſpirits ; which is the precept I am 
to handle. 
. Tre the ſpirits + and reaſon good, we ſhould doe Probate 5pi- 
ſo ; for(as Calvintells us) there are vertiginoſi quidan, | 
 ſomegiddy-pates lately ſtart up, qui ſpirit ;s magiſteriun 
faftuoſifiime obrendunt', who boaſt moſt arrogantly of 
the ſpirit, and mainraine their new-found doctrines only 
by the ſpirit, and ſo by this meanes they foiſt in diverſe 
falſe and dangerous points upon their hearers, 
T he ſpirit breatheth where it Iiffeth ; moſt true, and 1, ;. 8. 
every man can bragge of the ſpirit , that liſteth; bur tbe 
ſpirit of God boaſteth nor, I find Zedekia,and the falſe 
| | Prophets 


xr Joh, 1, 2, 


Calvin. InÞhi. 
L.i.c g ſef?.1. 


4 


| Ts 


: Reg.c2: Prophets more ready to bragge of zhe ſpirit, then the 
 rrue Prophet cAMiches. 
You: have heard tell ( I doubt not) of the Yalentini. 
ans ; a generation, that boaſt themſelves to be ſo fully 
Zpiphan cont. Endued with the ſpirit,that they terme themſclves ex na- 
here. 1.1. be- turaſpirituales, ſpirituall from their mothers wombe 
TO at leaſt. . | | 
Theſe men caſt off.all care of good workes, and 
profcſle, that however they wallow in {inne, and filthi- 
neſle, yet they are no more polluted with them, thena 
wedge of gold is corrupted by lying in a dung-hill ; 
whole ſubſtance aud worth is ſtill the fame, wherſoever 
thid. it be caſt. Vpon this deteſtable and lewd conceit inter- 
| difta omniaintrepidt etiam qui perfettiſſimi ſunt,perficiunt, 
the chiete and moſt perteR of that Set commit all un« 
cleannefſe even with greedineſle; and with impudent 
h forchcads glorie in-the performance of thoſe things, 
64l.5,21, whereof the Scripture fayth , that they , which commit 
© ſuch things, ſhall not be inherttors of the Kingdome of God. 
And nor onely {o, but they jeere at all thoſe, who feare 
to oftend Gov in word orthought, as idiots, as filly 
men, that underſtand nothing : but themſelves they 
proudly name perfedos cf ſemina eletionw,perfet men, - 
and the ycry ſeed of eleFion. Such there have beene, - 
you ſee, atid ſome ſuch as theſe, that are ſpurring faſt 
this way,havebecn much complained of,of late dayes: 
| Is itnot high time then to examine the ſpirits ? 
= Gen 3.1. It was'/a ſpirit (ſuch an one as it was) that tempted, 
and ſeduced our mother Ze, inthe likeneſſe of a-Ser- 
' pentor Snake; and he keepes his old wont, he remprs, 
and {educes daily: Nelite#tag, credere, fed probate, take 
my Text along with you, firſt tr:e, and thent#«ſt. - Be. 
not like your fond and forward mother, that truſted - 


it, 


es © aa: 


OF . 
- firſt, and rriedafrerwards to her, and our ſorrow; and 
found in the triall, quod ex Deo non erat, that the ſpirit, 
ſhe truſted, was not of G © v. Have not wee then juſt 
cauſe ro examine the ſpirit, and to ſee, whether it be þi- 
 nuoſus Serpens, if this Serpenit have not alſo his win- 
dings, and turnings,if hedoe not oftenchange his coar, 
and caſt his skin © for hereſic is ever wavering, it never 
ſtands at one ſtay. Witneſle Terrulian, who tels us, that 
all Heretickes doe vary 4 regulis ſus inter ſe, from their 
rules or grounds among theniſelves, Dam unuſquiſque 
roinde {or arbitrio modulatur, que accepit ,quemadmodum 
de ſuo arbitrioea compoſuit ille,qui tradidit ; Whileſt eve. 
ry man, at his owne pleaſure, doth ſer a new tune-to 
thoſe jigges, which he hath received ; as the other fra- 
med them of his owne fancie, who firſt delivered them. 
| For, as Saint Auguſtine of the Doxatiſts,ſo it may be 
averred, of all Heretickes and Schiſmatickes ; if every . 
* particular among them ſhould be throughly ſifted, 19t ug; de Bape: * 
diverſitates eptuionum fortaſits, quot homines numeraren- cont. Donatiſt, | 
tzr,yee might perchance number as many ſeverall opi- #93 52-05: 
nions, as men. / 
This variety of opinions cauſeth many ſo much to 
ſtagger, and waver in theſe dayes, that they not know- 3H 
ing, which way to turne themſelves, at length, 0»mem cawin.n ig; 
pietatis curam abjiciunt (as Calvinobſerved of diverſe in 7eban-4. ſ* 
his time) caſt off all care of G © v, and godlineſſe; and | 
become Atheiſts, or Turkes at beſt. Neg, enim melixs 
compendiuminveniunt ((aith he) ſ h 8xtricandi ab erro- 
r#m periculs, Becauſe they finde(for-ſooth) no ſhorter 
*cur,no readyer way to ſettle their perplexed minds,and 
ro windethemſelvcs out of the briars of errour.. Nay, 
how many in theſe latter dayes, have choſen rather to 
make an untimely and fatal end,than to have their con- 
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ſciences continually tortured upon the racke of uncer- 
taintie 2 For this 15 notably obſerved in our Schiſma- 
tickes at this day, that yee ſhall hardly finde two of 
them agree inall points ;.Schiſma eft unitas ipſis, they. . 
agrec.in Schiſme, not in faith ; onely like Herod and P- 
late, they conclude upon the generall, they joyne toge. 
ther to vilifie and perſecute Cax1sr and His Church, 
under the pretence of pietie. mſn 

-- It is wonderfull to ſee, and obſerve the courſe of 
Schiſme and Hereſie in all ages. Errors ſemper eſt ab. 
rupta dementia ({aith one excellently;) & now eft novum, 
ſc uſh, ad periculoſa deſcendunt, qui fidems legitiman reli- 
querunt ; the madneſle of errour runnes head-long, and 
it is no new thing, if they, that have left the religion 
eſtabliſhed in the Church,ruſh on even to thoſe points, 
that are very dangerousto Church and Statc..This was 
2n ancient complaint ; and the like dangerous occaſion 
enforced our good and pcaceable King 1ames, in His * 


| later timeto complaine of ſome of our brethren, who 


by reading of lateWriters, and ungrounded Divines, doe 
broach many times unprofitable, unſound, ſeditions, and 


Archbitkop of DaN G = RK OU s doctrines totheſcandal of thi Church, 


| Canterbuy, 


&c, Augnſ? 4. 
"of. Reg. Aa®, 


| Sijex Deo (ut, 


and diſquieting of the State, and preſent Government, At 
firſttheirmalice was ata few Ceremoniesand Rites of 
the Church ; but now yee ſee, what an height they are 
growneto. Need wenotthen to examine the ſpirits ? 
« Surely we have ; there is a neccfhie ro 2rie, = Deo 
fint, whether they be of GO »v, orno: for all ſpirits are 
not of G © Þ, they proceed not all from him; forif they 
wereall from Go v,to what purpoſe werethis probate, 
what necd this treat; rhis examination * But; we knowr, 
there is much varzeste of dof7rine;needs then muſt there 


| beagreatdiverſitic of. ſptrits, finceoartetie of dotirine 


yroceeds- 


E FX 


ee 


(19) 
proceeds from diverſitie of ſpirits. And ſtore there are 
of ſpirits inthe world, that will require a probate to di- 
ſtinguiſh of them. == ; 

As thereis a ged ſpirit, that proceeds from G o »; 
ſo there is alſo-a b ſpirit, ſpiritns peſamus, Indgz.g.2 24 Tal tt W | 
' a ſpirit, that is as bad, as bad may be; that never came 
from G © »; andthis ſpirit is oft-times in the mouth of 
. Prophets, 1 Reg.22. 6. As there is a cleane Spirit, that » Reg-23.6, 
cleanſerh us from our {innes z ſo there is alſo Spiritms | | 
immundus, Matth.22.43. an wncleane ſpirit, and. his de- Math.22.4 3, - | 
fire is to pollute you with all uncleanneſſe. As there is | 
the ſpirit of Gene {ets you free from the bon-. 

dage of Satan ; ſo there is ſpiritus ſervitutis, Reom.8.15, Rom8.1. 
the [pirit of ſervitude,and his endeavour is,to make you | 
{laves to finne. As there isthe Spirit of trathto lead us 
inthe way of all truth , ſo there is: ſpirits mendacii, - 

I Reg.22. 23+ and (piritws erroris, 1 Tim. gt. the ſpirit 1 Regs 23; 
of tyes, and the ſpirit of errour, which lay wait continu. * 144%. 
ally ro deceive us. AS there is the ſpirit of God, fo || 
there is [pirit#s hujus mandi, 1 Cor.2.12. the ſpirit ofthis 1 Cor.z.rr 
world, and many talſe teachers follow him. The Spirit | 
of God is called Spirits gratiz & precum, Zach.12, Zacharnio, 

10, the ſpirit of grace, and the ſpirit of prayer ; becauſe ” Þ 
it graciouſly direts us to ſerveG o Þ in prayer, but the 
ſpirit of this world is called ſpiritus fornicationum, Of. 4.. Olee 4.12, 

I 2, the ſpirit of fornication, becauſe itis as cunning as 

any harlot, to deceive, to draw us from Dzvine ſervice, 

to entice us to hunt after adulterous and ſtrange do- 

Qrine. And ſuch bad ſpirits as theſe cannot poſlibly 

be of Go. Ds. 

Our Apoſtle knew ful well,that all theſe ſprrirs were 
rambling abroadin the world, and that Populus non in-, Ot 4.14, 
telligens vapulabit, the people, _ cannot —_——_ 

| 2 O 


(YM 


| (20) 
of theſe ſpirits, are like to ſmart forit : Hee adviſeth ug 
| therefore for our owne ſafctic; to ire the ſpirits, whethes 
Aug.in 1 7ob. they beof G o Þ : difficilem rem nobss propoſuit (faith Saint 
| epiff. ra8.G. 4,2uftine) {urcly the Apoſtle hath ſer us an hard taske, 
and who is able to undergae it 2 whocan diſcerne be. 


Saint Ten himſelfc was not fo well skilled in this Art, 
| for our Saviear told him (even this our Apoſtle) that he 
Luke 9. 55. - knew not, what "gn bee himſelſe was of, Tuke 9.55. No 
Arſelm.in Wonder then, it Anſetme call it diſcretionem difficilliman, 
| 4Cor.12, a moſt difficul: tr/all; eſpecially ſince the Divel(as Saint 
| 2 Cor. 41. 14, Paul ſheweth) is moſt cunning, and cax transforme him- 
| 15- ſelfe into aw Angell of light, And therefore it is no great 
' marvell, if his miniſters transforme themſelves alſs into 
Miniſters of righteouſneſſe.. Since then they paſle thus un- 
der the ſhape of Miniſters of Y— and nnder the 

habit of Angels of Ire hr, how ſh 

- them? 

Yee have had a taſte already of ſome ſprrits; that are 
wor of. G o » ; tothelſe I may adde,thatthe zealous, firy, 
revengefull /pirt is diſliked, and reproved by Canrsr 


Luke 9.55: " Himtlelfe, Luke 9.55. But the milde and quiet ſpirit s 4 . 


x Per.3 4. Pretious thing in the fight of Gov. And doth not our 
E + ' $avioar rebuke thoſewho ſeeme to imply, thatKe came 
ot to ſave, but to deſtroy ? Luke 9.56. © 
Lake 10.3. Our Saviowr {ent His Diſciples,as lambes into the midſt 


the midſt of Lambes: the former were ſhorne ſhrewdly, 
| bix theſe fleece, where they come, Our Saviour {cnt His 
Luke 10.35.39 Apoſtles witha Pax dozmi hnuic, in their mouthes ; bue 
| _  wherethefe mencome, there is little elſe robeexpected, 
© | - but contention, and combuſtion. Forthele are they,thac 
Jude v.9. = deſpiſe Rulers, andſpeake evill of them, thas dre in aut = : 

| ; | tat 


.. tweene {ucha diycrſitic of þir:ts ? The time was, when 


all we be ablc to diſcerne _ 


of wolves , but-thefe Diſciplinarians come as wolves into © 


(21) T2 
that live lawleſſe without feare, Murmurers, complainers, Verle 1x; 
walking after their owne Inſts ; whoſe monthes ſpeake great V=©15: 
ſwelling words ; and makers of Setts. Of thele Saint Tude veieg. 

ſayes flatly, that they have not rhe Spirit. | 
And from whence'is this, but onely from the want of 
that Spirit, whereof the Prophet Eſay ſpeakes,Eſay 11.3, 
Spiritus timoris Domini,The Spirit of the feare of the Lord? Bſay 11.3 
For this is that Spirit, which keepes all other gifts and 
graces within compaſle. This Spirit (ro our ſhame and 
- confuſion of face be it ſpoken) is ſcarce knowne among 
us; norepleri, no repleniſhing with that Spirit, Hic papn- 
lus erubeſcit timere, wethinke this Spirit a diſgrace to us : 
. The feare of G © v, axdthe feare of the King are baniſhed 
from our hearts, | 

Baniſh one, and baniſh both, for there is but one Time h 

belongs to both ; Time Dominum & Regem. Prov. 2 4. Prov.24. 3. * 
21. Feare Go Þ axdthe King : if then wefeare Go v, 
werwill feare the King ; arid.it we feare notthe King, wee 
fearenot Go Þ ; Etjoynesthem both together with one 
Time, under one charge, and the ſame penalty, verſe 22, Ibid. v.22. 
What man then dares ſever them? Henee is it obſervable 
inthe extremes of religion,that wherethey are defective 
in Time Deum, inthe true faith and feargwf G oo »; there 
they are alſo faulty in Time Regem,” in due allegeance to 
the Prince, Which ſhewes evidently, that'it is a ſure _ | "1 
token of a good religion, when it4gjoyned with Time —_ 
Regem, true obedience to the King, Saint Peter there- 
fore ſetteth Deum timete, and Regers honorate together, \ Pet. 3.17. 
Feare Go Þ , Henour the King ; the former asthe roor, + 
the later as the fruit, which ever ripens, wherethe feare 
of God is throughly planted. For ſince G o Þ hath 
commanded us to honour the King ; it we ſtand in feare of 

Go Dd, we will doe, what He commands, _ 

C2 * And 


(22) | 
And if we honour the King, we will havean eyeto his 
Commands, Lawes, Injundtions, Proclamations ; and 
he, that does not ſo, nec Regem honorat, wee Denm timer, - 
he neither honours the King, nor feares G o Þp, For. 
if the King be your Father, Pater patrie, where's his ho- 
nour 2 If he be your Lo n Þ, vb timer, where's the feare 
todiſpleaſe him * It is the argument, that G o p Him- _ 
ſelteuſeth, Mal.1.6. h 
But (ſay G © Þ what he will) too tooevident it is, 
that this ſpirit of feare ex4z > mundo, is gone out of the 
world: wewillbe Lox »D5$,and Kings ; all law-makers 
andlaw-givers; yea, Domini Dominantiam, cqualtothe 
 Popeatleaſt,we will ovec-rule him,thar does,or ar leaſt 
| _ over-rule all within his dominions and King. 
omes, 


But not to over-reach my flipper, I will touch onely '- - 


upon thoſe things, that concerne the Church. Letthe 
King command Dzvene Service before Preaching ;fio, 
not{o, wee know not how to fubmit, to bowe ; bur wee 
know how to controule, to command out of a Pulpit. 
V bt Spirits timorss, where is rhe ſpirit of fearc, the ſpirit 
of humility, the ſpiric of obedience * ; 
And to what purpofe ſhould Divine Service bec in- 
joyned 2 At common prayers we are not, where humility, 
and feare, and reverence are ſhewed'; rhere we are #41- 
quam rari nantes im'gurgite vaſto, one in aPewe, and two 
inanlle; and wellifſo.. Burat Sermons, where no hu- 
mility is required, or at leaſt nor deſcried, there weare 
. like gnats inthe ayre, | 
Nims ar6#a premunt olids cenacula capre, the Churc 
15too ſtraite for us,'the very pillars of the galleries grone 
under their burthens. Thus the ſþirir of feare is diſcarded 
on all hands. 
| | And 


(1) 


And yet, where thoſe ſeven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
are reckoned up, there is never a-one of them honoerd 
with thetitle of Spirits Domini, but onely Spiritus tizo- 
77s, that carries away the name from all thereſt , to ma. 
 nifeſt ro us, that the Spzrir off G © ÞD 1s no where, 
but where the ſpirit of feare is, And where this þjrix 
is, there is G © » 5s bleſſing; Beatus homo, qui ſemper 
ef pavidus, bleſled is the man, that alwayes ſtands in Prov, a8.r4, 
care, : | 
Theſe grounds being layd, in the feare sf God we may 
proceed to the trya/ll of Spirits, totheexamination of Do. 
Frines, © ; | | 
But before wee paſle further, 1 muſt tell you thar, x, 
It ts not for every man to examine doctrine , 2. Neither are 
all dofirines to be examined, And both theſepropofiti- 
ons (I hope) I ſhall prove ſufficiently to every peaccable, 
and moderate. minded man. / _. | 
"That every man 5 not t9examine Doctrine, common x.,,,, ,, x 
reaſon tells us, figce every one hath nor that abiliry of x0 : examine 
underſtanding, nor that skillin Scripture, which all wiſe 29#ize. 
men confeſle requiſite to this zrye4, For (as Saint Paw/ | 
teſtifies) the Spiris beſtowes his gifts diverſly , zo one | 
s given diverſity of tongues ; aly autem diſcretio Spirituum, , Cgr.14.10, 
but to another judgement to diſcerne of Spirits, Marke, to 
another, not alwayes to the ſame man, that hath Faith,nor 
yertohim, thathath the gift of tongues, or interpretation 
of peech , every Chriſtianis notable to diſcerne of Spirits, 
No, no, aly datur donumprophetia, to annhcnot ever 1; 
to him,that hath the guift of diſcretion; for this is obſerv- 
able, that the greateſt judzements make not uſually the 
readyeſt Preachers; neither have the readyeſt Preachers 
the greateſt judgments: every Preacher hath notthis gift 
of diſcretion ,; it they had, wee ſhould have many more 
SR FR{E. aiſcreet- 


TIT 


Eſay 12. 3, 


Anſel. in t. 
Cor, 13. 


Heb. 5. t 2. 


_— Rom.4.. 
\ * Heb.5.13. 


Heb. $. 14. 


Rom. 14.1. 


(24) 
diſcreete Preachers, then now we have. But that wiſe 
moderator of all _ , doth ſo diſpoſe his graces, 
ut qui extolli peterat ex dono,qued babet, hamiliatur ex vir. 
tee; quan non habet, that he, who is aptto be puffedup 


---with {ome good gitt, or other, which he®hath, may bee 
humbled by ſome vertue, ſome grace,or other, which he 
findes o_—y in himſeclfe. I could give you eMnples 


ſtore, but verbum ſaprents. * Q 
Isitthen for every Chriſtian to prove,to trye Spirits ? 
Surely no; for asthere is 1dxp:9:s a {ufficiency to diſcerne, 


i ſothereis 4x10, an indiſpoſition to judge. Some there 


are (as Saint Paw! ſpeaks) who have needeto be taught, 
que fint elementa' exerdy ſermonum det, {uch as havenced 


' to bee fed rather with milke, then ſtrong meate, many 


that are fit for Catechiſing. Thele are weake in faith, 
and thertfore not fitto be received, or admitted iis Nagin 
e165 Paroyious rs to diſc erne,or judge of diſputable and CON» 
troverted points. Rom. 14.1. Theic aretermed y#71, 
Heb. 5. 13. Babes in underſtanding. Es 

Bur as therc bee 57, babes, ſothereare alſo vx, 
men: of full growth, who (by reaſon of uſe) have their 
WItS Exerciſed nezs Ndnprory xea? Th, x; xaxi Heb. 5. 14. tO 
aiſcerne, to: judge both of good and evill : and theſe are 
they, that are to be admitted is Haxzioers Danoyiopey, and 
us Datugoias TvevudToy, WO diſcerne of controver ftes, and to 
judge of Spirits,even to trye, whether they bee of G ©. v, 
or no - ' 

In ſome caſes (I confeſſe) where the fruites areevi- 
dent, moſt Chriſtians are competent Iudges: viz. It yee 
ipic them playing the Wolves, it they make a rent inthe 
Church, ifthey ſow ſedicion and diſlentiony if they; will 


'not obſerve. the orders and diſcipline of the Church, if 
they reſiſt the authority of Kings and Biſhops ; if they 


commend 


l, | | b 
_ (25) F 
commend vice ; ifthey deny the goodneſſe or mercy of 
God ; if they ſpeake againſt the exprefſle letter of the 
Creede ; Nolite credere, truſt not theſe Spirits theſe arenot 
of God, that's plaineenough. 5” 

Bur ſince ſome are ſo cunning(as our Saviour ſhewes) 

that ;hey come wnto you in ſheepes clothing, with the voyce 
ofthe Lambe, with Scripture in their mouthes, as ſome- 
times Sarandid to Chriſt ; how will you diſcerne of ſuch Math. 4.5. 
Spirits ? you will (it may be) with the Bereazs ſearch the 
Scripture,and ſee, whether it be, as they ſay,or no. AXSS9-H28 28 
 _ Butwhatſayth Tertulian ? when there is a controver- -T1 

fie betweeneus, and Schiſmartickes or Heretickes, Non ad Tertul.de Pry | 
| Scriptur as provocandum eſt, nec in bis conſtitnendums certa. P59 
-en, we muſt not preſently appeale tothe Scriptures,nor | 
make our tryall by them, 1 quibus 4ut nulla, ant incerta 
victoria eſt, aut parum ceri«, fince in and by them 
onely the vitory will bee none ,- or very uncercaine. 
d know, this will ſceme to ſome to bee very ſtrange Do- 
arine; butit Calvin ſay as much as Teriullian , IT hope, 


yee will be ſatisfied, | 
Catvincommenting upon this text, hath theſe words, . 
« qui dicunt, verbum Dei,e7s. They that ſay, the word of catvix. is «. 
God is the rule, by which we muſt examine all Doctrine, £20. + *: 
neq; nihil dicunt, neq;totum, ſomething they ſay, but not 
- all, that ſhould be hyd : for (faith he) nihil, aut parum 
\ proderit, it js to little, or no end, to have the Scripture by -., 
us, when we arc not certaine, which is the true meaning 
of the Scripture. And in his 1»ſtitutioss he tells us, Apud 4 
iftos inanes ſpeculatores, quibus nihil placet niſt novun, ns 
Scripture uT parum proficitur;t is to ſmall purpoſe {,* © _—_ 
to ſtand upon the reſtimony of holy wiit, when we have * 
any diſpute with theſe vaine gazers, who delight in no- 
thing but in novelty, You - then, that the Scripture 


alone 


| (16) 
alone is not a ſufficient judge of the Spir#, or ſpirituall 
controverſies, What then reſts to bee done 2 Calvin 
ſhallrel!l you. | 
| CA gold or ſilver (ſaith he) # tryed by the touch-ſtoxe, 
Catviz. in t» ſo muſt the ſpirits be tryed by the Scripture : but #5 no man is 
Jp. 10.41 able totrye Gold by the touch: ſtone, except he be well skilled 

19 that trade ; ſo canno man judge of doarine by the 
 Scripture,unles he be a man wel experienced inthe ſtudy 
of Divinity, And when a peece of plate hath beene a- 
vouched,, or judged counterfert by the Company of 
Gold-ſmithes, itis notfor a jorny-man, ortwo or three 
ſelfe.conceired youngſters, to call their judgement into 
queſtion. | 
Tknow,there be maty in the world,that never ſaluted 
either Yniverfity, and have no —_ but what their 
mothers tavghrt them , chat hold the Scripture. every 
mans profefſion ; and thinke themſelves ſo well ſeene in 
the booke of G © », and ſo throughly acquainted witlt 
' His fecrers, that they are able to explaine the moſt diffi- 
culr Scripture flantes pede in uno, with as much eaſe as to 

Mar.11.25. ſuppe up a meſſe of broath , becauſe Cn n15$r hath 

promiſed to reveale His will ro babes and ſucklings. 

But this is well knowen to be; the Anabapriſticall- 

| tener, and is the way to baniſh all learning out of the 
*.2 Pet. g.29 Church, Iris contrary tothe rule of Saint Peter, who 
tells-us, that the Scripture ts of no private interpretation, 

| Faſcic. contro- Eckardizs therefore (one of Luthers reformation) ſaith, 
verſ£.1.45- Nemini integram eft, ex proprij' cerebri privatss & dubjjs 

| conjetturns interpretationes cudere, it is not ſafe for any 
man to coyne interpretations out of the private and 
doubtfull conjeQures of his owne braine, Beſides, the* 

fame Proteſtant aſſures us, thar every interpretation may 

1hid. be juſtly ſuſpeRed, cou apud dotiam &r piarm amtiquita- 


erm 


DT 
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tem veſtigia oftendi nequeunt, that hath not evidence from 
learned and religious antiquity : but this cannot be done 
without learning, and therefore learning & neceſſary for * 
him, that undertakes to expound the Scripture ; yeaall the 
learning in the world is roo too little for this purpole: 
_ is ach Tala lzevis, Who is fit for this great worke * 
Andyet,as that learned and moſt Iudicious Biſhop of 
Wincheſter D* CAnarewes, did ſometimes complaine in 
the cares of this City ; we are growento a ſtrange exalt- 
ing our ſelves, toa wonderfull pride in theſe dayes. 1fs 1 
mas ({aith he) be attained to ax high kill iv Law, which i& $:r1,0x in 1. 
thegift of G 0 Þ; or if 4 man be growen wiſe, and experien. Tim. 6.178. 
ced well inthe affaires of this. world, which © alſo Hi good ok 
blefiing - preſently by wertae of this, they take themſelves to - 
be ſo qualified,as they be able to over-rule our matters in Di-. 
vinity, able to preſcribe Biſhops how to governe,and Divines 
, bow to preach , ſoto determine our caſes, «s if they werepro- — 
feſſed with ws : and that many times 3 af firwine things, they * T'%% 1:7. 
know not, and > cenſuring things they have little skill off. 6 Tude 29. 
Now for as Pmuch as wee take vot upon we 10 dealt in caſes of 
gour Law, or 10 intermeddle in matters. of your Ti rade ; 
we take it, this is a ſtretching beyond your line, That in ſo  Hoſ.4.4, | 
diving; you are © a people, that controll the Prieſt : that yee are 1; Thet5.12, 
| $00 high, when you 4 ſes your ſelves over them, that are over qu, 16, © 
you in the Lord : and that this iu no part of that ©ſober wiſe. f \bid.v. 3. *- 
dome, which Saint Paul commendeth to you, but of that © Cup- 
ſhotten wiſedome,whbich be there condemneth, Which break- 
ing compaſſe and overreeching (i no doubt) the cauſe of theſe 
lamentable rems and ruptures in the Lords net, in our dayes, 
For onely by pridecommeth contention, ſaith the wiſe may, 
Which point, I wifh,might be looked upon,and amended. Sure, 
It will marre af in the end. Thus far that worthyre-Be, , 
To which I may adde that -—q Calvin : who —_ 
| « ar 


2 Cor. 2, 16. ; } 


| (28) 
that if every particular man may interprete the Scripture 

Eatvin. iz 1. after his owne faſhion, and judge of the ſpirits, nhl un. 
Zob. 4.1 quam certi conftitui porerit,quin potius vacillabit totareligio, 
| there can be nothing in religion certain, but ratherChri-. 
ſtianity ſhall cotter, and waver,and come to, God knowes 
what. Hetclls us therefore, thatthere is duplex examen, a 
twofold rryall ef the ſpirits ; the one 1s private, the other 
publike. ,The private is, whenevery man reſts himſelfe 
contented with that Doctrine, which he knowes to pro. 
ceed from God. The publike tryall belongs 42 communem 
eccleſia conſenſum, tothe common conſent ofthe Church, 
This kinde of remedy (faith hee) is neceſſary, becauſe 
there is danger, that many fanaticall and phantaſticall 


dued with the Spiris of G'o v; when, G o Þ knowes 
tis nothing ſo. I 2-4 

Andia his 1»ſtitutrons he affirmes, that the reformed 
Church grants, that if any doubt ariſein the Church, 
 Catuin.tufit. P#Bum eſſe nec melius nec certius remedium, quam fi vero- 
. L4.c.9.ſeft.»3. rum Epiſcoporum Synodus conveniat, ubi converſuns dogma 
© $3 bi rate" pr ueiatur ; there can bee no better, nor {urer remedy 


»-oluiſſent (P4- A ; . SE 
_—Y ts then that a convocation, or 'Councill of Catholicke 


* Scriptaras in- . SETS 3 : 6" pi 
| ellewiſſene, the determination of ſome tewe, which they conceite.in 


| quam _, private by themſelves. | 
loaf 6.4. This 1s ſomething anſwerable to that of Yincentius 
Lyrin, Whotells us, that this was the generall opinion 
of them, that were famous for ſanity and learning in 
> bis time; tharall thoſe, who were defixous to decline hee 
TO reſie, and embrace the truth, ſhould by Ges aſſiſtance 
fortific their faith by theſe two meanes ; firft g#vine legs 
«moritate, by the authority of Gov $ word ; and op 
P-Heſie 


Spirits may ariſe, who will bragge, that they are en- - 


congregati)/® Biſhops meet together,to examine the point in queſtion. ' 
itz tor 0 A ng this courſe (faith he) is highly to be preferd before 
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(29) 
Eccleſia Catholice traditione, or (as he cals it in his ſecond 
Chapter) Eccleſtaſtica intelligentia,by the interpretation, 2bid.cop. a, 
or tradition of rhe Catholike Church. | 
| For (as Caſſander obſerves) Catholica traditio eft nihil Caſſand.de of 
alind, quam Scripture ipfires explicatio, & interpretatio,the f —-_ Uirh. 
true Catholike tradition taken inthe right ſenſe, is no. * 
thing elſe bur the expoſition of the Scripture, or the an- 
cicor, perpetuall, and univerſal] conſenr, which 3s.ga- 
thercd out of the moſt conſonant writings of the moſt 
ancient Fathers, and the graveſt decrces of the eldeſt mY 
Covncels. bp CL Gb | | | 
TheScripture indeed(as Zyrinenf;s hath it) is'perfe&, ,;,cou 7.1... 
and hn ſufficjenr, —_— and could *" dor-9 "mA 
Schiſmes, and Hereſies whatſoever: but by reaſon of the 
profoundneſle or majeſtic of Scripture, all men under- 
ſand it nor alike, bur ſome interprete it one way, and 
lome another -: witneſle a mulcitude of Heretikes, who 
baveſeverally their fingle and unſound interpretations 
of holy Writ. Forthe avoiding therefore of ſo many, 
and ſo ſtrange Labyrinths of error,it is very necdfull, Ys. 
Prophetice & Apoſtolic interpretations linea, ſecundum'Ec- 1bid. 
cletaſtici & Catholici ſenſus normam dirigatur, That the 
interpretation of Prophets,and Apoſftles,be ſquared our 
by che rule of the Ecclefiaſticall and Catholike ſcnſe or 
meaning. [ | FE1-ONT 1 GeET] 
Now the Catholike or Eccleſiaſticall ſenſe is knowne 
by theſe three propertics, Yniverſitate, Antiquitate, Con- 1hid.cap.z. 
ſenſione, by Vniverſalitic, Antiquity, and Conſent : that 
is,thetrae Catholike interpretation,or meaning of Scrip- 
ture, which hath beenc reccived at all times, in all places, 
and of all Chriſtians, fince C a x 1 $ T came, and fetled  , 
Religion in the Church. And to this Ecclefiaſticall expo- Cangays ad Ep. 
ſition, or Catbolike tradition.(callit which you pleaſc)the (974655072: 
NA EID | 4 oo DD OR —_ - 
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Church of England appeales, and is ready by this to 
maintain her doQrine againſt all adverſaries of the truth. 
To this expoſition, the Church hath hitherto ſtood ; 
and torhis it willever ſtand. Athanaſius therefore brings 
 Athan.ovat. this as a maine argument againſt the £rians, to prove 
— x-603%.12% chem heretickes, becauſe they did not ſubmit themſelves 
| tothe Nicene Creed;which was agreed upon ina Generall 
—_ , by the common conſent of the Chriſtian 
world. | | 
Thus you ſce.,that the ſatcft trial,isto be ruled by the 
common conlent of the Church. And reaſon good ; for 
+ (faith Dr. Whitaker) the Church knowes the voice of 
i# bitch. cout. her Spouſe, Summe judicis pellet, &r poteſt ſpirits dijudi- 
©:2p1e0- . care, The Church is moſt judicious, and can diſcerne of 
| ſpirits, Yea, ſaiththe Church of England, Ari. 20. The. 
Cbarch bath authority in controverſies of faith : and upon 
her authority you may fecurely ſertle your faith: for (as 
| Catvin. Inflit. Calwine) Nunquam nift in veritatem verbi conſentit, t 
1.44.8ſc@.15- Chnch never concludes upon avy thing, but that, which 
'is conſonant to the Word of G00. 
Bur there may be adoubtin ſome mens mindes con- 
cerning the Church ; and they 'would faine know, which 
is the true Church, Aquiſiima cerie poſtulatio, hec dintine 
differends ,, The requeſt is reaſonable, and the anſwer 
ſhall not be deferred. Only I will not aſſumeto my ſelfe 
the authority to define it, you ſhall have from S. Chry- 
ſoftome, what you deſire to heare. 
That reverend Father handling this queſtion of ſet 
purpoſe, How the true Church may bee diſcerned amone# . 
ſo many ſocieties, which arrogate to themſelves the name of 
the true Church, gives ustwo tokens, whereby we ſhall 
* tKknowtheChurch, andendthe queſtion, The firſt is Ye- 
bum Dei, the Wordof G 0D; the ſecond is Xntiquites. 
14 h doekrinas, © 


dy 
| 


| G1) = 
dofirine; Antiquity of doQrine.' That u the true Chruch 
(ſaith he) which embraceth the Word of G © d, and that Et n 
cient dofFrine,which bath not beew lately invented ; but hath © OY 
beene knowne and received, from the firſt beginning of the 
 PrimitiveChurch, And to this definition of Saint Chry- 
ſoſteme, our Church moſt willingly ſubſcribes. Thus ye 
ſee, how farre every man may examine the ſpirits , and 
' wherein he muſt yeeld to the Church. | 
Now [I deſcend to the ſecond point, to ſhew. that F. { 
very deftrine may not be examined, As namely, wee may Frey dodtine = 
not queſtion, An detur Dems, an detur Trinitas perſona- ——_ 2 
rum, whether there bea G o » ; whether there bea Tri- - 
- nity of Perſons in the Deity. Neither may we examine 
the certainty of any Article of our Creed. Theſe are res 
fats, and not examinis, matters of faith, without doubt 
or queſtion, 
_— enim (fide) nullas habet apud nos queſtiones, niſ;  B 
Gnas hareſes inferamt, & que hereticos facinnt, The Creed Tertul.de Pres . | 
hath no queſtions amongſt os, bur ſuch as are broughtin/#77*©'+ + 
by herefie, and ſuch as make Heretickes, 2ui enim que- 
runt adhac, nondum tenent, for they that are ever enqui. 
ring, what they ſhould hold, as yet hold nothing , and. 
they, that hold nothing, as yet belerve not ; and they, 
that.doc not yet beleeve, areas yet no Chriſtians. How 
then can he, that is ſerled in religion, make queſtion of 
any principle in religion ? LAdversus regulam nihil ſcire, 11;4. 
ommia ſcire eſt, to know nothing contrary to this rule of 
*faith, ro queſtion nothing id it, isto beſufficiently inſtru. 
Qed th Chriſtianity. 
Beſides, willnot every diſcreet religious man con- 
demne him of high preſumption, who in expoſition of 
Scripture will contradict the whole current of Interpre- | 
ters, and make himſclfte wiſer than all the Biſhops, and 
TE | | Doctors, 


Þrimaſ. 


Avg.de Tr;A, 
lib.q £.65, 
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Doors, that ever were in and of the Church e If one 


man inthis Corporation ſhal oppoſe himſelfe againſt the 


. Court of Aldermen,and the Common Councell of this 


Citie, he will be accounted, I know what, for his paines. 


Iam probati ſunt ſpiritus ab Eccleſia (ſaith Primaſius : ) 
Duid Vis tw probare, quod jam improbetum eft ? The 
Church hath already tried the ſpirits: what haſt thou to 
doc, to approve that, which the Church hath condem- 
ned; or tocondemnethar, which the Church hath ap- 
proved 2 - No, thou muſt reſt thy ſelfe inthe boſame of 
the Church, 'and content thy ſelfe with that doing, 
which the Church hath delivered;and if any man preach 
unto you any doctrine contrary.to that, which you kave 
received from the Church, harken not to him, #47 
him of. | 

Will yee know the doctrine ofthe Church 2 Peruſe 
the Booke of Common. Prayer,and the two Bookes of Ho 
milies : if you will ſearch further, reade the 39. Articlar, 


and the Booke of Ordination. Theſe are the Bookes, that 
_ we ſubſcribe to; therein ſhall yee finde the faith of the 


Church, and what 1s abundantly ſufficieat for your 1al- 
vation. And ifthoufinde any thing there, that thou doſt 
not underſtand, it is thy part humbly to beleeve it, not 
proudly to queſtion ir, or controuleit. 


It is an excellent poſition, that Saint Aug»ſtize hath, 


and I wouldto G o », itmighttake place in every mans 
hcart, and then we would be lefſe proud, and more reli- 
gious, Contra rationem nems ſobrius, contra Scripturam 
remo Chriſtianws, contra Eccleſtam nemo pacificws ſenſerit : 
No tober man will ftand againſt reaſon; no Chriſtian 
will ſpeake againſt Scripture; neither will any peaceabtc 
man hold a tenet againſt the Church: The two former 
all of us will (perchance) yceldto bur wee can hardly 


' Roope 


ﬀ 


* 


*GP 7 "om 

Rtoope ſolow, as to ſubmit our ſelves tothe judgement - 
of the Church; that is, to beleeve, as the Church be. 
leeves.. And the reaſonis, becauſe every man: hath roo 
good a conceit of his owneunderſt2nding; every man, 
chat. can reade Scripture, and hath, a memory to pot 
Scripture, will undertake toexpound the Scripture, * 

True it is, that the'Scripture is like a Aloud, wherein a 
lambe may wade,andan Elephant may ſwimme;alambe 
may wade in it, if he will keepe ncere thEſhore, bur and 

ifan Elephant venter too farrc, it will coſt him his life. 345 
For as Saint Avg«(tive moſt truly, 1n iis, que apert? tw Aug. de Datir. 
Scriptur a poſita ſunt, inveniuntur ills omnia, go continent Crt baaj'y. 

fadem, moreſque vivendi, ſpem ſcilicet,atque charitatew, All 
choſe thingsare plainly and evidently found in Scripture, ; 
which containe faith, and our manner of life, viz. Hope bk, 
and Charity. And yet (as Saint 7erome laith) Singul; fer. Hicron:in £35 - 
mones, Rlehe apices, puntia in divins Scriptars plena ſuns ** Ze 

» ſenſibus, Eyery word, every ſyllable, every letter, every 
. title in holy Scripture is full of myſteries. Andin an- 
other place he tels us, that this is obſervablein Scripture, _ 
that all the words in Scripture gravis ſunt, are very Hieros. in oy I 

weighty, & magno labore aiſeuntur, and are learned with #7 i"_P 
muchdifficulty. . | | AM 

This, it ſeees, Saint Aug.ſtine found by muchexpe- 
rience; and theretore though he were one of the greateſt : 

ſcholars, and hnolieſt Saints, that ever lived fince the A- Aug. ep38. ad + 
poſtles times, yet hee ingenuouſly confefleth, thatthere 747-119: 

was much more in Scripture, that hee underſtood nor, 
than he did underſtand. And Saint Ierome ſpeakes in ge- 

nerall termes,thatthere is no man,who is learned in Ho. 

Jy Wric, but the more he begins to know,the greater ob- Hieron.inc.m | 
-E&rity he ſhall daily finde. And therefore he affirmes, ***: | 
Jt it is Grande periculum in Eccleſia loqui, ne forte inter- | 
S \-7 E. + :- pretdtione 
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of great danger : hee therefore that is wiſe, hee that ho- 


| Eccleſ.1 3. 17, goads and as nailes faſtened bythe Maſters of the Aſſembly , 


others, that we have the Spirit of G o », thannow, for 
many falſe prophets are gone out into this world. Which is 
K-- the reaſon propounded. | fs 

| Multi pſeudo- Falſe Prophets there are, and many falſe Prophets, and 
{ propbeie. "therefore wee have great caule to #rie the ſprrits, never 
| more. Anddoth nor the Scripture adviſe us oft-times, 


a Marth,7. 15, 10* 2eware of falſe Prophets, to trie the ſpirits, Þ not to hay. 
b 1 Tim.4. 3. key tothe ſpirits of errour, and Dottrines of Divels ; © not 
"c.E hel. 4. I4. . © . by d 

da The. 2.2 #0 bee carried about with every wind of aetirine ; 4 not to bee 
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ſuddenly drawne away, « ſenſa noſtro, from that religion; 
whercin the Church hath trained us up? It may be you 
are defirous to underſtand, who theſe falſe Prophers are, 
that ſo you may know them, and avoid them, Your de- 
fire is commendable, your refolution admirable: and as 
ricere; as I'can, 1 will anſwer-your deſire. 

| Bur;what I bring, ſhall be from Scripture, and the 
moſt orthodox Fathers, Ne in perſonas, & non in matcri- o 
am diretis eſſe videantur, Leſt my words be thought to 
ayme at parcicular perſons, and not ar the matter: bur, I 
am fure, the Scriptures and Fathers,in reſpe of us, are 
ncicher perſonal}, nor partiall. : 
 _ Firft, then from Saint Cyprias youare totake notice, 

thatthereis nodifference betweene a falſe Prophet and an FN 

heretick, mendacie nierque nititur ad decipiendas hominam Cypr- tp3ft. 7 5: | 
volantates,borth of them worke upon the wi{and affeRi- n.39 *Þþ} 
ons of man by falſe doctrine: andtherefore Notice is ſer 
® inthe very front of my Text. 

Second xcondly, chough they breach falſe and lying dos _- 
arine, yetthey varniſh it over with agoodly ritle, Prophe- 1.7.4... 
1ant in Nomine meo mendacium, They preachlyes in  a- 
Name,faith the L ox p. And may not they alſo be cal- 
led falſe Prophets, who though they preach the truth, Fa 
(like Balaars) they runne, before they be ſent 7 And: then 5..24.,1) | 
- (aith Saint Paul) bow ſhall they preach,unleſſe they be ſent? Rom. 10.15; -: 

Art the latter day our bleſſed Sevievr will ſay to theſe 1 
men, Xeſcio vos : though ye profefie, that you have prea.. uarh.n.22 Þ 
ched, and propheſiedin my name, yet I know younot, 7  _ 
ſent you not , and therefore I know younor, becauſe 7 ſent 
* J0u 207. LEES : 
Thirdly, they are fheepe outwardly, but wolves in- 
wardly, Matth.7.15. doebut open their mouthes, and 
yec ſhall finde by their teeth, —_ they are. Yea, i&.is 
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ever the faſhion of heretickes ( ſaith Orrgey ) to trimme 
| orices bom,z. Up the outſide with meekenſle, and chaſtttic, st in aures 
| in Exch. audientium facilins ex vite bonitate ornatus ſermg ſubrepar, 
thar ſo their ſmooth language, by the helpe ofafaire life, 
may glide with caſe into the cares oftheir audience. And 
| Proy.n6.23- it is no new thing under the Sunne, to 2ild aporſherd with. 
' ' gvldfoile (that is)to over-lay a falle heart witha zealous 
outiide. . {3 
Tertul.de Pre- Fourthly, Ommnes tument (ſaith Tertullian) ommnes ſcien- 
ſeripi-c.4'.. tiam pollicentur ;, all of them arc puffed up with a vaine 
4. conceitoftheir own worth, all of them make large pro- 
s fFEffionofskillinScripture. They are perfe& in know- 
'  ledpe, before they have learned their Catechiſme. Yea 
(faith be) 1pſe mwlicres heretice quam procaces, que aude- 
ant docere, contewdere, 8c! Thoſe hexeticall womentheir 
followers, how malaperr they are, they dare teach, they 
dare diſpure,” and enter into a controverſte of religion, 
and will not beſet downe, becauſe they have the Spzrir 1. 
| But this is cleane contrary tothe rule of S. Paul, x Tim. 
þ 2 Tim,auit» . 2,11. Let womes (ſaith hee) learne in ſilence with all ſyb.. 
jedtion. 1 ſuffer not a woman to teach, nor to uſurpe amthori- 
tie over the man, but to be in ſilence , plence is the womans 
—_—_— 7; rod ot andere Nis bu 
Fifthly, their mouthes are full of Scyiprure, like thoſe 
IT Sadduces, Matth. 22. and yet our Saviour told them. 
Math.22.29. they erred, for wan of knowledge in Scripture, becauſe they 
had the words, but not the ſenſe. Irevew therefore lis 
kens hereticks tothe makers of molten Imeges. Suppoſe 
(faith he)an Image-maker ſhould take therich and good. 
ly Image ofa King, and transformeir into the ſhape of a 
dogge or wolfe, and ſay, this is the Image of a King : 
were not this a ſtrange fallacic., a meere coſenage * luſt 
1n this manner heretickes take rhe precious ſubſtance of 
| WD tne 
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the Scripture,and frame their herefies of it; and then ſay, 
this is Scripture. True, it is Scripture, juſt as much, as 
the image of that dogge is the Image of a King ; ir is the 
Imagepf a King materialiter, materially, that is, it hath _ 
che {Me marter and ſubſtance,thatthe Kings Imzze had; 
bur it differs from it formaliter; formally, in forme and 
ſhape ; which makes the true difference, for it haththe 
ſhape of a dogge. A judicious eye then will diſcerne the 
precious ſtuffe, and yet obſerve the dogs ſhape: ſo will a 
good Chriſtian acknowledge the ſubſtance or words of 
Scriptwre,butabhorre and deteſtthe foule and ugly ſhape 
of hereſie. ; | 
Sixthly,In their courſe of preaching this 1s obſervable 
(ſaith Tertulan) that all their ayme is now ethnicos con- Tertulde pres 
wveriendl, ſed noftros evertend;, not to convert thoſe, that {74.4% 
are out of the way, but to ſubvert thoſe, that are in the el. 
way : their labour isnot to convert heathens, heretickes, 
orſchiſmftickes, that are out of the Church, but to ſub- 
vert our owne men, that are inthe Church, and to with- 
draw them from Church, and truth. Theſe are their 
paines, and from hence they gainetheir glory, even the 
glory of ruine and deſtrution. Noſtra ſaffodinnt, ut' ſus 
edificent, they undermine our ſtone foundations, thar 
they may build with rubbiſb;they pull down our Chur- 
ches, to ere& their Synagogues. Yea, ſome of them are 
as {ubrill as Neftorirs, 2uj ut unit heveſt ſux aditur patefa- VintextLyrig. , 
ceret, cunitarum hareſeon blaſphemias. inſetabatur, Who ©'*: 
inveighed againſt the blaſphemic of all herefies , that 
were extant before him, thatſo he might make way for. 
that hereſie which he intended to bring in, Egregium ſo- 
phiſma, a notable jugling tricke. £55 | 
Seventhly, Theſe kinde of men creepe into houſes, and 3 Tim. 3.6. © *. 
-leade captive fimple women : they creepe and crouch to. 
EE | 3 Wo their 
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their good miſtreſles ; and yet, 4s Tannes and Iambres ye - 
ſiſted Maſes, ſo dee theſe men reſiit the truth, they ſtandin 
Tertul. de pre- defiance of authority. O (faith Tertul.) Ad ruinas ſo- 
ſcrip.c.4% Iummodo humiles & blandi, & ſubmiſſi agunt : Cateriim 
nec ſais Preſidibus reverentiam noverum ; they behave 
themſelves hambly, and ſmoothly, and gently, when 
they intend the.ruine of their eafte auditors ; bur they 
| know no reverence,when they come before their B:{bops 
and Governors. Moſes and Aaron, King and Biſhop (with 
theſe men) take roo much upon them ; the Xn in ſtate 
affaires, andthe Biſhop in Church marrers : this1s their 
.  commoncrye. 
Tertul. adverſ, $ Tertullian addes : habent artificium, quo prins per- 
Yatent..1. ſuadeant,quam edoceant they have the ſleight toperſwade, 
before they inſtru , they worke more upon theaffeRi.. 
on, then they doe upon the underſtanding. Yeritas aurews 
docendo perſuadet, non ſaadendo docet, but the truth (ſaith 
hee) doth perſwade by teaching, it doth nor teach By 
perſwading. | CE a, | 
The laſt ſhall be Saint 4«Zis, who tells us, that the 
HManichees had one tricke, that made him fall off from 
Aug. de Vit, them ;and thisitis : Plus in refellendy alys diſerti & copis- 
creden.c.t. fi, quam in ſuls probandis firmi & certi mancbant , they 
were more eloquent and copious in controuling and 
confurting others, then firmeand certaine inmaking good 
their owne grounds. Good at the ſtabbe, but bad at the 
ward , deſperate men; DE 
= : Theſe,theſearethe hereticallimpoſtures.that enforce 
'- #eri. Fe. 24. us, to complaine with Saint Berzard, that our Churches 
% are without people, the people without Prieſts, the 
Prieſts without due reverence, ſine Chriſto deinde Chri- 
-' ftiani, thus we become Chriſtians without Cur 15Sr., 
Through the cunning of theſe men our Churches are _» 
we. : counte 


G9) 
counted no better then Synagogues, the Sandtuary of 
G o Þ isdenycdto be ſacredy ſacramenta now ſacra cen- 
fſentar, the ſacraments are ſcarce held to be holy,and our 
high feſtivall dayes are no more reckoned of, then an 
ordinary working day. Parvuls Chriſtianorum Chrift 
imercluditur vita, dum Baptiſmi uegatur gratia : to our 
ſhame and ſorrow beit ſpoken, by theſe fatious men,the 
gates of Heaven are barred up againſt the infants'of 
Chriſtians , while the grace of Baptiſme is utterly de- 
nyed. Are not theſe rotten unſavory fruites ſufficient 
co make us abhorre ſuch ravening Wolves, and to caſt 
off theſe falſe Prophets ? Surely, if we meane to keepe 
within G o Þ $s houſe the Church,we muſt not follow 
them ; for exierunt, they are gone out,they are none of this 
houſe that's evident. | 
Exierunt, walking Spirits they are, wandering Starres =xierunt 
(as Saint Zude calls them) and empty clouds, whisked a- Tude 33: 
baut with every winde of doQrine,every buzzing of the * 
ſpirit , ſuch as never continae at one ftayinteligion, ever 
\ Lunning, troubled with the gad.flyc. 
+ And there are multi Pſeudoprophete, many of theie falſe 
ſpirits, and falſe Prophets, that are in the ſame ſtate, quz | 
ambulant per loca arida & inaqueſa, that are ever wander- Ma, ra. 4. 
ing, walking thorough unwatered and barren places, and 
never reſt, till they have ſerled themſelves in domo ſcopss 
mundata & ornata, in ſome honeſt mans houſe, that is 
voyde of guile, .and well furniſhed with the wealth 
of this world : and when any of them hath done ſo, 
zunc vadit, & aſſumit, thenthe whole fry is brought, 
to thathouſe ; there aretheir meetings, there their con- 
venticles: till they have ſucked himdry, andthe endof 
thac man be either Amſterdam, or Ludgate, or at the beſt: 
New-England, | We 
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We have heard tell of ſpirits, that walke and trouble 
houſes and familes :ſureg am theſe walking ſpirits trouble 
the houſeof G © », and the family of Cunrsr, 
Exeaxt ergo, let them goe, let thembe packing, into whar 
part of the-wor1d, they will, ſo they trouble this Church 

. no more. \For theſe are the murmurers (that Saint Tide 
ſpeakes of)complainers walking after their owne luits whoſe 
wonuthes ſpeake prondthings : that have men ingreat reve- 

ence becanſe f advantage - of ſuch our jApoſtle ſayth, 
; : Exlerwunt. | 
 Padeexiermt. At nndeexierunt ? But from whence, or out of what 
place are they gone? Our Apoſtle willtell you ; Zx obs 
exierunt, ſed non erant ex nobis, they went forth from us, 
but they were not of us;they were in the Church,but not 
| ofthe Church; here in ſhew,but in heart at Amſterdary, 
_ that Babel of religions, 
— - Herethey were as #/ humors in the body ; and happy is 
| 4ug.in! gx. the Church, that is purged of fuch Foule ſtaffe, that was 
te. iraft. 3. like toendanger her health. Inte ſes, foris ſis, Antichri. 
| fiuses, be they within or without, Antichriſts they are; 
be they inor out of the Church, c/affe they are, Quid 
vero paleis ad triticum, dicit Domings ? What hath the 
chaffeto doc amongſt wheate ? why fly they notall out £ 
Quia occafionem venti non invenerunt , they 'want but a 
right winde, to ſend them packing after them, that are 
2one before them. RES 
Here they are indced to learne our religion, but ont 
they goe that ſo they may with more knowledge inveigh 
Tertal. adverſ, againſt it. For as Tertulliannotably ; Hereſis ex veri- 
Prax 6.8.. tate accepit quod ad mendacium ſuum ſtrueret, Herefie bar- 
rowes thar of the truth, whereof it frames lyes ; or (as 
Tule 4, he Apoſtle ſpeakes) it twrnes the grace of G © Þ into 
wantonneſſe ; as the Spider tures honey into poyſon. 
| Hence 


 21lohna.19. 


Jer. 23. 28, 


OW - , 
Hence is that of the ſame Father ; Now periclitor dicere, 
I am not afraid to ſay, that the Scriptures are ſo diſ- 
poſed, afid ordered by Go p s Wiſedome, ut he- Tertulde Pres 
reticis materias ſubminiſtrarent , that they might. af. ©? © 39- 
ford ſome matter even fot Hererickes to worke upon : | 5 
for I reade ( faith hee) that there muſt bee Hereſies ; x Cor. 11, 1g- 
but there ca1be no Herefie without the Scripture , ſince . 
no Chriftian will belceve an hereticke, unlcfle hee pre. 
cead Scripture. 
All Heretickes therefore, that ever were, cite Scrip- 
ture for their Herefie. And no wonder, itthey bee fo ' 
bold with us, when the Divell came with his Scriptum x,ute 4 
 #os Cux1rsr Himſelfe, But Cunnisr 
orbad the Divell to ſpeake the truth, even when He 
preached char blefied Goſpell, 7how art the Sonne of \q,.q. qnax 
G o y. The reaſon is given by Beds, we dum aliquis beds is locum, 
audit vera predicamem, ſcequatur errantews, leaſt, while wee = 
heare him ceach the trurh in onepoinr, we follow Him 
in diverſe errors. And it were to bee wiſhed, that all 
our Biſhops would follow this example of our Saviour ; 
for there 1s the ſame danger ſtil}, while this ſubtile ſpir:8 
inſtructs his Prophets, to mixe truth with falſchood, 
that ſo under the pretenſe of truth, rhey may draw you 
to embrace falſchood. Thus, thus they get errors ſciſt 
comites, companions of error, and followers of their 
Schiſme ; and then i» »wndum, they goe forth into the ' 
World, and flaunt it.inthe World; no men ſo tollowed, as 
they. | | | K 
| ut how comes it to paſſe, that Saint 7ohn ſaith,,, 1 | 
| They are gone forth imo the Wor L Þ, fince there 3% 
| o no place beſides the World, from whence they cangoe 
rth £ ae. | | 
Why ſurcly wee may ly, they are gone ont "= | 
ine 
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the world, becauſe they have forſookethe Spirit of G © », 
to follow that ſpirit of the world, whereof Saint Pau! 
" ſpeakes, 1 Cor. 2.12, Andthat muſt needs be a falſe, a 
deceitfull ſpirit ; for the world hath no acquaintance 
with the Spirit of truth, neither can it poſſibly receive it ; 
ſo our Saviour, Toh. 14.17. | - 
: Tim.z.tys, They haveforſooke the Church, the Pillar, and ground 
of truth, and arc gone out into the world, which is over- 
wayed by the ſpirit of error, Hence it is, that too too 
Juiet9. many become animales, ſpiritum non habentes, taithleſſe 
| ' men, harpingaltogether upon the brittle ſtrings of rea. 
ſon ; in ſo much, that they neither doe, nor can perceive. 
7 Cor. 2.13. Nax/ma arivuatC, the high and learned myſteries of G vas 
 Idid-verſe 14+ £5;7it, which ſeemeto them noleſſe then /oly. 
.. xTohnu.1g, — Or (as Saint Johyſpeakes) they went out, that it might, 
-- be manifeſt they were not of us. Sothen ex occalts in mant- 
WV Ss | feftum,they went forth of private into publike, out of the 
> houſe of G © », into the houſe of Bel;al ; out of the 
—_ Churchot C un « 1 s 7, into the Divels chappell : 
IRR for the World is the chappel of the Divel], and the Divell 
16 13 - isthe Grand ſegnior, the Prince of this world, | 
i And if theſe falſe Prophets be gone owt of the Church / 
- into this world, meethinkes every one ſhould be afraid to 
- keepe them company, to be of their acquaintance, leſt 
2% perchancethey ſavour too much of this World, For who. - 
' 1am.4.5. foever will be a friend of the world, 6 ipſo fatis maat the ene- 
'| myof G 0 Db. SO Saint James. | 
Well, in mindum, theſe falſe Prophets are gone into the 
world, thiey are mere worldlings, upon the worldtheir 
* +» . mindes are ſer, | It they proteſſe the contrary, belceve 
them not,for they are Pſeudo-prophete falſe Prophets, they 
will not tel] truth. For when they made ſhew, that they 
| wereok us, it was ao ſuch matter, they were of adiffe- - 
| rent 


2 Tim. 4.1. 


._ = 


rent opinion ; and therefore now they ave gone into the 
world,that they may have followers inthe World. Others 
are tyed toa Pariſh or rwo, but they have the Yorld for 
their Dioceſe. _ g- 
And what wonder, if theſe falſe prophets roave up and 

downe ſo-? They doe but follow the ſteppes of their old 
Maſter, who compaſſerh the world, that he may finde, whom. Vet.g.g, 
to devoure; AS Athanaſiws therefore concludes out.of the —_— oh he 
Goſpell ; They, that gather notwith us (inthe Church) **" © Þ 
ſcatter ( abroad in the world) ac una £81 Diabolo dormi- Luke 1 1, 22. - 
entes obſervant, and with Sata» watchthoſe, that are a- 
{leepe ; that ſo whilethe PaFors are drowlic, they may 
inſtillpoyſon into the cares ofthe people, and ſlay thoſe 
{oules, that were never ordeined to dye, And therefore 
they will haveno ſet charge, wt facilins dormientes obſer 
wvent,chat they may take the beſt advantage, to creepe in, 
and ſowe ſchiſme. Are not theſe the great Nonreſtdents 
of this age ® 

Neither can this their going out bee for conſcience. 

ſake, ſince (according tothe Apoſtles words) they make , Tn. 6. x; 
their gaine godlineſſe ; for they have benefit nor out of one 2 
or two Pariſhes onely, but they have Procurations (as it 
were)in diverſe Shires,and Dioceſes. Sainr Paul there- 3 
 foreadviſing you to avoiae thew,which cauſe diviſions and Rom, 16,19; | 
offences, contrary to the Dottrine, which yee havelearned , = 
tells you, that They, that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lon » 14,4, verde 18, © 
IzSuSCHnn1ls r, but their owne bellyes : and by good | 
words, and faire ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple. 
This courſe hath bcene ever in faſhion with Sciuiſma-» 
tickes and Heretickes ; inſo much, that Oprats ſpeaking 
of the Donatiſts, ſaith, Impletar, quod a Deo dictum eſt, Optar l. 3, 
that is now fulfilled,” whichthe L o « Þ {pake by the 4 
mouth of the Propher, They pollute me among my people Exck.r 3.19, Þ 
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for an handfullof barly, and a cantle of bread ,that by their 
lyes they. might ſlay the ſoules , that ſhould not dye, and 
ſave thoſe ſoules, that fhowld not live. And yet no 
men ſo gaddedafcer, ſo ſought after, ſo reverenced as 
\ they. | | 
And no wonder, for experience tells us, that if an un- 
. toward diſorderly ſheepe breake forth of the tolde, he 
ſhall have many followers ; andthat ſheep is more noted, 
then all the locke beſides. OS 
This is no more then Tertullias tells us: Nuſquam ci- 
* [crip.e. qt. Firs proficitur ,quamin caſtris rebellium , ubi ipſum eſſe illic, 
| promereri eſt ; A. man cannot more ſuddenly gaine re- 
'noune, then inthe tents of rebels, and ſeditious ſpir:rs , 
if a man bee but of their faRtion, Oh, hee is a brave 
ſparke. The Chronicles had never ſpoke of Wat Tyler 
and 1acke Strawe, if they had not beene rebells : and 
diverſe Heretickes, had they not beene Heretickes, had 
never beene- heard of, they. had ſlept with filence in the® 
«ws, grave. Bur if once there beea faction, then theſe are 


_ _ jolly fllowes, and looke bigge upon ir ; and followers 


they ſhall not want, for there are »wlt;, the many, that 
will ſecond them, and uphold them , and wilt be more 
ready to maintaine the credit of their Arch-Maſter, then 
to ſtandup for Cy nx1sr Himſelfe, The Donatiſts 


(laith S*. Auſtin) would rather endurcto heare Chrift ill 
Tpoken of then Donate their grand ring-leader. | 
TE And whar's the rcalon, they have them in ſuch high 
23 vam. IF, 


eſtceme 7 Becauſe they tread in Abſolons ſteps : uſually 
they are well-ſpoken men, very popular, and courte- 
ous. They blame the preſent Government both of 
Church and State, they know theleaſt blemiſhes in both; 
they have them upon all occaſions at their fingers ends, 
and lament them grievouſly, they promile large redrcſſe 
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ofall abuſes, if they come in place: thus,by theſe means, 
they ſteale the hearts of the people. When, Go »d knowes, 
they arcas farre ſhort of being truely vertuous, as 4b- 
ſolow came ſhort of David's vertues, And what hope 
was there, that he could be good to ſtrangers, that was 
ſo mercileſſe to his brether, ſo unnaturall tohis owne Fa- e 
ther And how can theſe intend good to others, that | 
-unknit the unity of their brethren ; that raiſe a tation 
againſt their ſpirituall Fathers, from whom, they had 
their Orders , that diſmemberthe Charch, their c20- 
ther, from whom they had their better being, eventheir 
Chriſtendome &. - + .. | 
I heare, that many are drawne away by their zealous 
preaching, and their great paines-taking : And I doe in 
part beleeve it. But they ſhould doc wellto conſider, 
that there is a zeale even of' G O D, which 5-101 according Rem. 10.12, 
70 knowledge, and this growes many times tobec 143; 1 
$3aG>, James 3. 14. and ve}; Gin@r, Hebrewes 10. 27, a lames 3.14. | 
bitter, even a firieZeale, to the devouring of their adver. M*2re19.27- 
ſartes. | | | 
' And as for their preaching , our Apoſtle acknow- 
ledgeth them to bee Prophets, but falſe ones, and worke- 
men they are (faith Saint Paul) but deceitfull ones, yea, 2 Cor.It. 13. 
yd ru, Labourers, great paynes-takers, no men more 
to ſight , but (if Saint Paw ſay right) ir is z# dolo, 
not in veritate , cunning chap-men , craftie labourers, 
that have other ends, than they make ſhew of. Aliud 
fingunt, &> alind agunt; they pretend good, bur intend 
nothing kſle. - | 
Our Sawviours charge to His labourers WAS, ui udaCaind]e, - 
ne tranſite de domoin domum, Luke 10. 7. Bee pot flitting Luke 10,7. 
. from one houſe to another be no changelings,nor yer ſmel- 
teaſts. Creepe not into honſes,crouch notto your —_— 
XU : The © 
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The labourer « worthy of hs wages ; take that, which is 
your dxe;{ecke nor after the bevevolence of men. I will not 
ſay, that theſe men take other courſes, that they ſlip out 
of one houſe into another, and ſtay there longeſt, where 
they finde the ſweeteſt entertainment, I will not ſay,that 
thele men creepe, and crouch for a benevolence, but ſtand 
upon no wages. And yet Saint Paul ſayes, they ſhal have 
wages, Quorum fink erit ſecundum opera ipſorum, deccittull 
worke muſt have w33» Sxtoy, a deceitfull reward, a cor. 
ruptible crowne. For belly, and backe, and alittle vain-- . 
glory they labour ; but all theſe ſhall periſh, and they 
with them. 

Beware, beware, my brethren, that you be not found 
aectitfall upon the wertghts ; your workeand wages ſhall be 


. putintotheskales, and the wages ſhall bee according to 


the worke, hardly a graine allowed ro make weight. Re- 
member alſo char of Saint Pal, Si hominibus placerems, 
ſervnus Dei non eſſem, to pleaſe rhe common people, anl 
to pleaſe G o » too, is almoſt impoſſivle. | 
But why goe I about ro decipher th0ic falſe Prophets, 
when my Text hach done itro my hand © Hereby (faith 
Saint 7obn) ſhallyee know the Spirit of G © d : every ſpirit, 


| which confeſſeth,that I % $ us Cn R I'S T 15 COmem the 


fleſh, & of G o ». Andevery ſpirit, that confeſſeth not,that. 

Tzsus Cnrisr w comeinthe fleſh, s not of Gov. 
This 1s the rule, I told you of. 

Hitherto yee have heard ſomething concerning falſe 


, prophets, and ſomething concerning the rriall of ſpirits ; 


but now we are come tothe touch-ſtone, to the trial of”. 
ſpirits indeed, And now wee are come thus farre, I am 
verily per{waded,that every mans heart yernes,and cve- 
ry mans cares are open to heare Saint 7ohn's deſcription; 
as it you meant to ſer up your reſt upon his words. 


Hearken. -_ 


b 


7. | 

|  Hearken then, what Saint 1941 ſaich; Every ſpirit,wbich guys piriter, 
'sonfeſſeth, that I: xUs Cur1sr &s come inthe fleſh, quiconficerus. 

of G ov, Yea, is every ſpirit right, is every ſpirit of . 
G 0D, which confeſſeth, that lx Sus CmRI s T6 come 
in the fle(þ ? Now, methinkes, I ſeethoſe,that arebran- 
ded with the names of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks,ſtand 
upon their tiptoes, and looke us boldly in the face, and 
ecll us, that Saint 70h» ſecures them, thattheir ſpirit z of 
G © v, becauſe they confeſſe, and profeſle, thar I = s u s 
Cu x 1sr come inthe fleſh, as well as the beſt of us. 

Though this be their plea, yet for all that, tr»ff them 
not, but take Saint Avguſtines advice along with you: 
Eja, fratres opera attendamus non ſftrepitum lingue;O,my Aug trat.6.in 
brethren, oblerve their aRions, conſider their converſa. 1-9 76- 
cion, but regard not the clattering of their tongues. Lec 
us inquire the reaſon, why Curr s r came in the fleſh, 1eſun Chri- 
and we ſhall quickly finde them out, wee ſhall quickely # _— 43 
lnow, who cenfefſeth truely, that Cunisr &comein = 
the fleſh. The reaſon, why Cumr1sr came,is love and 
Charity ; Charitas euns duxit in carnem, Charitie cauſed 
CH 1s rf come inthefleſh; hee then, that hath nor 
Charitie, denyes Cum 1 s r to have comein the fleſh. Tu 
vero non habes charitatem, quia pro honore tuo divids uni- 
zatem; Bur thou vaine-glorious man, who cverthou arr, 
thou haſt no charitie, becauſe for thine owne honour, for 
thine vwne ends,thou divideſt the Churches unity. And | 
he that hath not charity, hathnot G o Þ., tlohn4.s, , 

If then any man diffolve the unity of the Church, 1 
will not regard his demure lookes,his ſanctified behavi- 
our, his.zealous proteſtations, I will fix minceyes upon 
Saint 7ohx's counſel], and judge him by my Text. As 
then Saint Aeuſtinero the Donatiſts, the Schilmarickes 
of his time,ſo will I ſay to the Schiſmatickes of our "Re, 
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; cv. gr _ Perbis confitemini, ſatis negats, ye confeſſe Chriſts com- 
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Teſum. 
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ming,in your words, but youdeny it in your deeds; and 
thar breeds the ſtrongeſt contradiction. For every one, 
that denyes, denycs notin word; there is a fats nega is, 
adenyallin fa&t ; ſo Saint Paul, They confeſſe, that they 
know G © v, but deny Him in their deeds, Will ye know, 


' what ir istrodeny Goo v in your deeds 2 Saint Auguſtine 
 tels us,Seperbire, & Schiſmata facere,to grow proud,and. 


to make factions or ſchiſmes, to glory in man,and not in 
Gov,to be men-pleaſers, is to deny Chrift in our ations , 
fince Chriſt loves nothing morethan unitie, ſince Chr: 
came to ſertle unitie. Every ſpirit then, that confeſſeth nor; 
thatT=sus Cun1 sr &come inthe fleſb,tor thisend, 
& notof G 0 D. Rr Og | : 
- Thus it appcares plainly, that there are diverfities of 
ſpirits, tor ut non confitentur, They that confeſlenot,arc 
ſpirits too, and after their manner can coxfeſſeroo, and 
preach too, and caſt out divels.too, and all inthe. Name 
of Chriſt - and yer, tor all this, our Seviesrs words will 
be, Nunquam novi vos, Chriſt will caſt them off as ſtran- 
gers to Him, as workers of iniquitie, He will tell them 
plainely, that Hee ever knew them ; andthen they muſt 
belong to, yee know whom. Letthe ſeven ſons of Scevs 
be the Preſident, AdF.19. 14. If it were throughly conſi- 
dered of, it might doe good. | | 
The Fathers reade, 9ui ſolvit Trſum, non eſt ex Deo , 
hethat diſſolves, or divides Chriſt, hee that breakes His 
joynts, or teares His flcſh in-{under, # ot of G o d. And 
without doubr,totzs Chriſtac eſt caput et corpus,our whole 
Chriſt is the Head, and the Body : Chriſt ( yeeknow) s 
the Head of the Church, and the Church (ſaith Saint Paul) 
# the Body of Chrift : they thenare notthe only falſe Pro- 
phets, who divide His Dcitie from His Humanatie ; Non 
x they 
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they ofly, whodeny the eternity of His Perſon, or His 
' humane nature; but they are falſe Prophets alſo, even Ar- 
tichriſts (as Saint Tohn cals them in this very verle) their : 
ſpirit is not of Go », who rend aſunder the body. of | 
'Cux 1s r, Who makea Schiſme in the Church of 
Steer fl eG ere | 
And what ſhall we thinke of thoſe, 2»: ſolvunt Jeſum. ».; 71,; | 
Chriflam,who make a diviſion in the Perſon of I ae $ 8 Ele 5 ma 
CuaIisr, Who divide IxsSus from Cunis r, 
or-Cux1isrx from -1I Sus? The former the ewes 
doe, who acknowledge Him to beI x $s us the Sonne of 
Mary, but deny Him to bee Cu ni 5s r, the Heſias 
promiſed tqthe Patriarchs, prepared zo be the glory of the 
people 1ſr att. 
Of rhe latter ſort arethey, that confefle Him to bee 
- the Cux1s r promiſedandexpected, but ſcant Him 
__ of Hisbeing Iz s us, they willnotallow Himto he the 
' © Saviour of the world, but of a little flocke: they carinor 1 10h.4. 14. 
endure to receive G o v $ promiſes in ſuch wiſe; as they bee Ac. 17. 
generally ſet forth to us in holy Scripture. All theſe prodi. 
gious conceits have beene hammer'd in Satans forge,thar 
ſo though he could not «->/4,keepthe Mefras ourof the 
world, yet he might xv 3» 113r, by ſome ſleight or 0- 
ther take Him in pieces, that fo hee might doe the kefle 
good in the world. | 
And as theſenotes have beene gathered out of Solwir, 
the like may be deduced from Nor confitetur; forit is not _ 
az/cir, but 5wnoyir, not ſaith, but confeſſeth, notina Creed 
by himſelfe, but in the joynt confef/on of the Catholike 
Church. It was one of Ariws his legerdemaines,to have 
a boſome Creed: he was not'uxiy© but 5poraiy&he came 
very neere(withinalctter of)the confeſ#on of the Church, 
but hee reſerved an homebred'faniic tohimfelfe, thar 
oe” | G = » brovghr 
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| on 
| - brought him toan homely end, And yet he ſubſcribed 
Gelaf. Cyxic- KOO; but it was ze4?,'s axode'res, With his hand onely, nor. 
| 66.2.c4p.27-" with his heart. Let us therefore take heed, thatour Con... 
7 fefiion be oneyiarthat wee confeſſe with the Church, and 
| | imbracethe faith of the Church heartily and fully,as we 
| Rom.8.16, ought; that ſo the Spirit may beare witneſſe with our ſpirit, 
—_ that weare of Gor. | | 
Now, me thinkes, I ſce ſome pleaſe themſelves with - 
this interpretation, and rejoyce, that they are not ſchiſ- 
matically inclined ; they are content to beleeve, as the 
Church beleeves; they raiſe no controverſie, nor diſſcn- 
fion imthe Church, and therefore their ſpirit muſt needs 
beof G op. But(I pray you) what lives doe you lead - 
looke into your dealings, examine your aRions, and ſee 
. Confotsri. if this Confiteri doe nor touch you neerely. For, it confi. 
teri be famul fateri, it will not onlytouchthoſe, who have 
a Confeſſion by themſelves ; but it will reachto thoſe, 
| who confeſſe but in part, who lead lives diſagreeableto * 
| Thomas. ro their confeſſion : for,as Thomas notes excellently,Con- 
[ fietur, qui nulla parte diffitetur, he confeſſehCurnsr, 
that denieth Him inno part of his confeſſion. It thenthou 
confeſſe Chriſt with thy mouth, and deny Him with thy 
hearr,thou doeſt not confeſſe, as thou ſhouldeſt confeſſe. 
| \ But yee will fay, your hearts and tongues agree. Like 
Telkn 5.35, cnovugh:; but I ſay, ſhew me your aQtions, for my workes 
are they that teftifie of me;and at that great dayevery man 
Marth. 35. 35, ſhall be judged according to hu workes. Parumergoeſt, quod 
Sc. nds aſſertionibus dicitts, cum ipſi attibus veſtris contra wos 
reſtes (:15., your words areto little or no purpoſe, when 
| your workes ſp-ake the contrary. For moſt certaine it is 
LOecum ialoc, (as Orcumenizs hath it, ) that this corfefion here mentio.- - 
ned, "oxi? yawn yivemws wad Tis "apgvis, is not made by our 
. tongues, but by our workes, It is to bee underſtood of 


- the 


- Salvian. 


{ 


_ -. 
. the confeſſion of that faith, which worketh through Charity : Sal 5-6. 
otherwiſe the Divell can cexfeſſe too. This is moſt a. 
grecable to the words going next before my text; wher- 
in Saint 70hn tells us, that Thi s Gods Commandement, 1,1... ., 
that we ſhould beleeve on the name of Hs Sonne leſws Chriſt, 1 
' and love one another as he gave us Commandement. And he 
that keepeth his Commandements, dwellethin God, and God 
in Him : and hereby we know, that hee abideth in us, by the 
Spirit, which he hath givenas,wviz. If we continue in theſe 
two Commandementsof faith and Charity. | 
Anſwerableto this is that of our Saviour, Not every one, y4.._,. ar 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall emer intothe Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father, which isin 
heaven, Itis not ſufficient then to ſay Lord in heart, and 
Lord in word, but there muſt be a Z9rd in youractions ; 
yee muſt confeſſe with heart, word, and deede, and then ir 
15a true confeſſion : then the confeſſion is right, whea all 
our powersare joyned to make up afull confefiow. This, 
thisis harmonia confeſitons, that ſweete harmony of confeſ- 
fron, ſo much ſpoke of, ſo much required in the Chriſti- 
.anworld. G © Þ 1s trinw g unw, three and one, and. 
He expects this treble confeſſion, to makeup one true con- 
feſfion, A double confefſion is but a doubling with Gov ; let  !. 
 ltberrina, as heis trinus, and then you may beſure it isa | | 
good confeſiton indeed. 63-1 
I will be bold therforeto tell you with Saint Asſtize, Aur. Ser.31.de 
that all il] living Catholikes, by their foule lives,and un- 998-4707. 
conſcionable dealings deny Cn & 1 s r to become in the 
fieſh ; and are nieerely religioſs nomings membra, religions 
vim non habentia, (uch as have the name, but notthe ſub: 
{tance,or power of religion, | 
Yee then,thar ſtand ſo much upon it, that ye are of the 
common and Catholike faith , and yerthat relye ſo much 
G 2 | upon 
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+2 ypon the Spirit, ruſt” noe. yaur faich,'beleeve hot the | 
ſpiric, vu your' lives'and-dealings bee 'anſwerable | 

ro your faith. But joyne to your-faithiworkes;”:to 

your good confeſion a righteous converiation\; ronfe//e, 

tht Cu n1sr &comenmhefleſh, & verbs wera diven.. 

do, &r faftic bene vivendoin your words by ſpeaking ivell, 

- and inyour works by living well;gnd then ye may ſecure 

your ſelves, that your Spirit &o#f 'G:0v,and that you ſhall 

reſt with the Spirit of G o v, through the merits of 

IzSus Cunri1sr our Saview; towhom with G o 5 

ET the Father, three perſons and one G.6 »,beaſcribed all 
honour, prayſe, power and dominion, both now, and 

for Ever. CAME. I | 
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May. 11. 1635: 


Perlegi has duas conciones, habitas # Magiſtro Boughen:; 
quatam prior continet pazinas 30, poſterior 62: inquibus 
nihil reperio, quod non ſumma cum utilitate publica imprimi 
pofiit;ſubea tamen conditione ut ſi now intra annum proxim? 

» ſequentem typis mandentur,; has licemia fit omnino irrita. 
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